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WVatican and Japan, East Asia -
Historical Exchanges

Early East Asian Historical Sources
in the Vatican Library

Abstract
With the flourishing of humanism  during the European
Renaissance, the Pope’s private library — once reserved

exclusively for his personal use and that of his offices — was
opened to the scholarly community from the mid-fifteenth
century onward, This development marked the foundation of the
maodern Vatican Library.

Within a century, a Japanese manuscript had already been
recorded in the Library's inventory; by the end of the sixteenth
ceniury, two Christian works in Japanese, printed by Jesuii
missionanes, had likewise been added to its holdings. Today, the
Library preserves approximately eighty Japanese maniscripls
and early printed books, along with more than 10,000 Japanese
archival docuiments dating froim the seventeenth o the nineteeith
centuries.

These early Japanecse materials not only bear witness to the
history of the Catholic Church in East Asia, bui also illuminaie
the broader historical and cultural exchanges between Japan and
the Vatican.

Micholas V (1447-1455), the creator
and the founder the new papal
library, later called the Vatican Library

Fig. 1. Fur. dar 171, £ 138v. Niccold ¥ (misdarane, s
Dionysius Areopagita, Oe dhveis nomnrbis. | Sth
cimluiy]
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Fig 2, Dhaepni Givmaraid I,
Vimcenzo Marchs { DE1E- | 594,
Wiew of the Sistime Hall.
Wtercalor, 1HE0.

The Vatican Library holds:

82,000+ manuscripls

100,000+ archival units

1.6 million printed books (incl. 9,000
incunabula)

150,000 works of graphic art
200,000 historical photographs
400,000 coins and medals
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Fig 4, Barh fof, 4400, T 32r. The pod Barsballo,
watercolor, 1 7th century. 1 s sald chat Barskallo elaimed he
vould reciie poems like those of Biedrarch while riding a
white clephast, The Pops kel that if be dared o ride the
white glephent from the Vatican 1o Campidoglio. he would
b crownad there. However, wpan meaching the Panie
Sant'Angelo, the white clephest refiused o go amy fanber,
Barabalks was thrown fo the ground, becomng: a source of
seriienl s reconded & history,

Draft of Ranaldi’s inventory of
manuscripts in the Vatican Library's
Fondo Antico. This page lists five of the
“exotic codices” recorded in the second
arder of the small bookease of the Last

Secret Chamber.

Fig 5, Far dor 6549, 1 168w, Arman] lihrosunms paraocim Camer s
ultimae Socrae.
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Fig. &, £.000,340-341, Gruder o picador, vol. 1, title
pige.

Fi Barh, o 153, A[Z), first primed book
hdh the Japasese Jesuits. E%‘ﬂlﬂ# #'}l
= Ay Birtima Kirshitow. Kazusa

Iﬁmcwﬂrlmml}'ﬂ”mﬂﬁ'}
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Fig. H. Freseo i the Sisting Hall by sosymous Rosan
%u'guim depiciing the coronation procession of Pope Smivs

. Fosmr young Japanise envoys, om their Grst dipbomadic
dgead Lo Eisinpe, 1ok i he paronation eeremony and
paid solemn homage 1o the new pope.

Fig. % Foww. cin. 536 Letter of thanks signed by the four
voung lapaness emvoys. presemod to the Ropeblic of Venico
an July 4, 1585,
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Fig. 1. Urbano Monie, Descrimione o sito del glapone (Milin: Giscomo Pioccaglia, 133%). R | in Ben Cinfie La prima ambascderiz glapp in

T, T Tgmoraie crwecn of aw dianinie & cosmograin salanese deflr fine det? YT sec [thn. 1938, Three clasc-up virws showing Azochs Castle idestilfied as
Nabgwang., with Moun Azuchi appearing wsder the dual names Anzuckioms and Amuguicmia.

Fig. 11, fargk 361 E, [ 1. Letter from Date Massmmes: (o Pogs Paol WV, in lganese, Sendai, 4th day ol the 9th lunar mosth, |Bih year of Keichi (6 Oeiober 1617], Ink
om paper with gobd and silver; 36 = 94,8 tmn. Presented 10 Pope Paul ¥ in Movember 1615 by Hasckura Tessenagn.
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Fig. 12, ¥ar. gsmeeor. 35, Oath of 42 Christians from Kuchinotsu, dated 22nd day of the Srd month, |8th year of Keichd (11 May 1613). Ink on paper; 36 = 64 om.

Fig. 1. Bavb. o 15241}, Letior from the Christians of Arima o Pope Paul ¥, Movember 1620, Ink on paper; 35 # 86 om.
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Fig. |4, Kar. esi: ov 57, Ono Takamitsu (R,
Shviovrderea Sirswendy | BEUT S Toh vear of the Tomsel era
(1787). Ink om paper; 23 = 15 om

Fig. 15, Mamiga Archives. Archival bamdls of
histoneal documents undergoing dsinfeststion
prior io cataloging and digitteation, ¢ 3013
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Fig. 16, Far, exm-or 41 A (6], Fragemeni of the Heaed Suira (Book 137], Ink 4+
o paper; 9 ¢ e Dated e e Mars period (625-TE1) I'i'l'.'

Fig. 17, Fai. esi-or, 35, Kojima Takanon, Sooll of mscrpgion
“Lowalty i the Sovercign™, Rubbing, 1327
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g. 18, Hark, or 1T, pr.A, Japes

e woinlen ox

Fig. 19. Far. exm-or 32, £ 1% Collection of 11
watercolmar paisings depectin i Figures, seated
or slarling, some armed with swonds or weanng
beaddresses. | T |8 century
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Fig. 200 Far. esm-or &4, . 89 |Iustmied booklel of the
kidwakaiai Fuoimi Todino (“Tokiws oo Mai”™p Mil-16™

ocenbary.

F'% 21, Mar, gee-or 148 (1A), L .tr.l'uneki.ﬁ 13 R
[I!\lhzlx-ll\:ﬁn liraiva ghketsn menogatari B #R .
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Fig. 22, Foar. emm-or #1 3, pl. B, Dhestrated manoal of ikcbana,
Pfud-17% - late 1 cenpury

Provenience of Japanese historical documents

= The Old collection {Fondo antico)
Prabably from Portuguese merchants, and
later donatioms bo popes;

= The private and family libraries of the
popes, including the Borghese Collection
and the Barherini Libmry

- The Library of the Congregation de
Priopaganda Fide and the collection of
Candinal Stefano Borgin

= The Marega collection.

Fig. 25. Origmal shelving from the Barberini Library
17" contury.

_12_

12



2026/6/16

Thank you for your attention!
BUPEFITTELR!
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Vatican and Japan, East Asia - Historical Exchanges

Early East Asian Historical Sources in the Vatican Library

[Outling]

Introduction

Purpose: presenting the Vatican Library and its early East Asian collections, reflecting
historical and cultural exchanges between East and West.

1. History of the Vatican Library

Origin: Pope’s private library: became accessible to scholars in the mid-15th century under
Pope Nicholas V.

Mission: universal library covering theology, classical literature, sciences; languages
mitially Latin and Greek, later Hebrew and others.

Growth: manuscripts — printed books — archival collections; new building in 1590 due to
space needs.

Collections today: large ammount of manuscripts, archival volumes, printed books,
incunabula, coins, prints, drawings, photos, etc.

Japanese holdings: ~80 manuscripts and early printed books; over 100,000 archival
documents from 17th—20th centuries, reproduced and being organized for study.

2. Early Far Eastern Collections

Reflect the Catholic Church’s history in East Asia and East—West exchanges.

Early contacts: 13th-century diplomacy (Giyiik Khan to Pope Innocent I'V).

Age of Discovery: Portuguese trade expansion; gifts from King Manuel [ to Pope Leo X
(including a rare book, exotic animals, luxury goods).

First East Asian books likely reached the Vatican by mid-16th century.

Earliest Far Eastern manuscript register: Vat. lat. 6949 (1595-1596), expanded by
Alessandro Ranaldi: includes a Japanese manuscript and Guia do pecador (printed in
Nagasaki, 1599).

3. Catholicism in Japan and its documentation

1549: Francis Xavier arrives in Kagoshima; first Japanese catechism; Jesuits learn Japanese,
translate key texts; first printed works in 1591.

Tenshd Mission (1582—1590): four young Japanese boys visit Europe; received by Popes
Gregory XIIT and Sixtus V; documented in Vatican Library; commemorated in Sistine Hall
fresco. A copperplate engraving map that reports 3 specific toponyms - Nabunanga,
Anzuchiama, and Azuguiama - published in 1589, was inspired by the author’s personal
meeting with the Tenshé Embassy during their visit to Milan in 1585.

Keichd Mission (1613-1620): led by Hasekura Tsunenaga, sent by Date Masamune;
traveled to New Spain and Europe; met Pope Paul V; presented official letter proposing
trade and missionaries; Hasekura baptized in Rome.

Letters and documents preserved in Vatican Library, including the one later acquired from
Borghese collection (1891).



« Persecution and martyrdom
o 1587: Hideyoshi bans Christianity, expels Jesuits.
o 1597: 26 Japanese Christians martyred in Nagasaki.
o 1614: Tokugawa Shogunate bans Christianity; churches destroyed.
o 1637-1638: Shimabara-Amakusa Uprising; 37,000 Christian peasants revolt:
ultimately suppressed.
o After 1644: Christianity practiced underground for decades.
« Notable documents
1613 atfidavit from 42 Christians in Kuchinotsu pledging loyalty to missionaries.
o 1617 Jubilee Penance Message translated into Japanese; circulated widely.
1620 letter from Arima Christians to Pope Paul V; six signatories later martyred.
o 18th-century manuscript recounting the Shimabara Uprising, donated by Fr. Mario
Marega (1957).
+« Mario Marega Collection (c. 1930-1974)
o ~10,000 documents on Catholic Church in Japan.
Earliest documents date to 1719; include Jesuit missions, study on Tensha Mission,
martyrdom ot 26 Christians.

o Includes ukiyo-e prints depicting persecution.

4. Japanese Literature and Art in the Vatican Library

Buddhist Scrolls
o Discovered by Matsuoka Takahashi in 1933; donated to the Pope.
o ldest scroll: Nara Era (645-781).
« Kojima Takanori (1312—¢.1382)
Kamakura-era military commander; loyal to Emperor; later became monk.
o Inscription "Heaven and Earth”, dated 1327.
« Japanese lacquered wooden box
o Black lacquer with gold animals, plants, birds; phoenix on lid.
« Japanese dance illustrations
o 17th—18th century: 11 illustrations of female dancers performing fan dances.
+ Tokiwa Gozen (Heian era)
o Maid to Empress Kujo-in; mother of Minamoto no Yoshitsune: fled during Heiji
Rebellion (1159).
« Jiraiya Goketsu Monogatari (1839-1868)
= Novel of Ogata Shuma Hiroyuki, a robber ninja; 8 volumes, 43 episodes.
« Japanese flower arrangement book
o 43 color illustrations; originally at Shotoku Temple:; unfinished works dated 1866—

1867.

5. Provenance of Japanese Historical Documents

« From “Fondo antico™ to Vaticani Estremo-Orientali
o 50 manuscripts; miniatures, drawings, woodblock prints; includes Guia do Pecador
and pre-mid-16th-century manuscript.

+ Popes’ Family Libraries
= Borghese Collection: includes Date Masamune’s 1613 letter to Pope Paul V.

_15_



o Barberini Collection: 17th-century letters from Japanese Catholics, early Jesuit
woodblock books, Japanese wooden box.
« Borgian Collection
o Library of Propaganda Fide; manuscripts and printed books (16th—18th c.), including
Japanese letters and folklore works.
« Marega Collection
o 10,000 documents from Edo period; administrative records, suppression of
Christianity, social and demographic history.
o Digitization projects with NIHU and University of Tokyo.

Conclusion
» The Vatican Library’s treasures belong to all humanity.

« Collaboration and support welcome to preserve them and improve services for scholars.
+  Experts invited to visit and consult the original historical materials.

_16_
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TRACING THE MATERIAL LEGACY OF THE TENSHO
EMBASSY IN SPAIN: THE TOLEDO CATHEDRAL CASKET
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Ominachiman, June 21, 2026

Jaime Gonzilez-Bolado
JSPS Fellow (Kyushu University) & ASRN Researcher

THE TENSHO EMBASSY IN SPAIN

.
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PARTIAL LIST OF INSTITUTIONS AND PRIVATE
RESIDENCES VISITED BY THE TENSHO EMBASSY IN

SPAIN

BASED O THE WORKES OF LIS FRIOS, LUIS BE GUIMAN, VALIGNANGD, ORAZID GUALTIER AMD BUXEDA DE LEYWA

1584-15

GUADMLUPE [9/23 - 5/24)

= Monastery of Santa baria de Guadalupe
TALAVERA DE LA REINA (9/25 - 9/27)

* College of the Sodety af kesus -
TOLEDO |9/29 - 10/15)

= College of the Sogiety af ke

*  Twio monasteries (unspecified), One of =
Friars

* Cathedral of Santa Marla de Toledo
MADRID {1020 - 11/25)
College of the Sodety af beius
Willage of San Martin de Valda iglesias
Old Monastery of San kerdnima e Aeal
Rowal Alchzar of Madrid (destroyed in 1734)
Royal Falace of Aranjuez
Eioyal Palace of El Pardo

Royyal Manastery of San Lorenza da El
Escarial

*  Corwent of Nuestra Seflora de los Angeles «
ALCALA DE HEMARES 1127 - 11/29)

= Cplegio Mamo of the lesuits [now Faculty o
of Law|

% Unsversity of &lcala de Henares

VILLAREIQS DE FUENTES {121 — 123/2)

v Colege ol the Socety of Jesis
BELMONTE [12/27 = 12//5]

% College of the Sooety of lesus

v House of Lady Francscs Ponce de Ledn

BAIMAYA
Howse of the Pacheca Family
MURCIA [12/10 - 1/3]

*  “Errnitas”; & Mesuit house ons league from
the city

Willage of Torrespinalde
Colege af San Esteban
Village of Segura
Cathedral af Santa Maria

* OQRIHUELA [1/3 - 1/4)

« Coliege of Santo Domingo
ELCHE (1/4 - 1/5]
v House of Bernande de Perpifidn

ALICANTE (1/6 - 2/7)
*  House of Diego de Calsedo

1585

5 ifillage of Busod
= Village of lijona

BALEARIC ISLANDS (/7 - 2/19]
& Callege af the Society of lesus

BARCELCNA (8716 — 9/9)
= Callege af the Saciety of lesus
& Cathedral of Mankserrat

MONZON
= House of the Patriarch of ¥Walencia

ZARAGOLA
* Basilica of Dur Lady of the Fillar
& Collepe of the Society of Jesus

DARDCA
ALCALA DE HENARES
CROPESA

THE SPANISH DIMENSION OF THE TENSHO
EMBASSY: AN UNDERSTUDIED CONTEXT

/

HISTORIOGRAPHICAL GAP

PN

®  Hirai 1994
" Selfa 1997

* Domingo Pons & Suarez Gomez 2021

Dispersal of sources

Contact with local institutions
Palitical instability in 5pain

The situation of the besuits (repeated
expulsions: 1767, 1820, 1868, 1932}
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THE NAMBAN ART IN SPAIN

ON'ER 100 NAMIBAN OBJIECTS FRESERWED IN SPAIM: CHESTS, COFFERS, LECTERNS, DRATORIES ...

® Preserved in ecclesiastical contexts.
= Reused within post-Tridentine relic eulture,

® Detached from their original function and
context.

Fetled il Fonld VErdiby i L D kb Rdie . M. PRl Bl by e Ju v,

OBJECTS TRADITIONALLY ATTRIBUTED TO THE
TENSHO EMBASSY IN SPAIN

THE CASKET OF THE CONVENT OF CORPUS CHRISTI (MURCIA) THE CASKET OF THE ROYAL MONASTERY OF
SANTA MARIA DE GUADALUPE
[EXTREMADURA)

THE LECTERNS OF THE ROYAL MOMNASTERY OF LAS

DESCALZAS REALES [MADRID) TWO SUITS OF ARMOUR IN THE ROYAL ARMOURY

{MADRID)
N i daeh parwiieay olvha bad g Birass
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THE TOLEDO CATHEDRAL CASKET

A NEWLY IDENTIFIED NAMEAN OBIECT

®  Known as the “Reliquary of Saint Julian”

® Characteristics
*  Rectangular wooden chest (16 = 21,6 x 13,2 cmj
= Domed lid
®  Maother-of-pearl inlay (geometric and vegetal maotifs)
®  Gilt-bronze lock and handle
" Novisible maker's mark
*  Poor condition

®  Preserved in the ochove of the Primatial Cathedral of Toledo

THE TOLEDO CATHEDRAL CASKET

- —
PREVHILISLY KNOWH BUT NEVER STUAED:
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THE TOLEDO CATHEDRAL CASKET

A NEWLY IDENTIFIED NAMEAN OBIECT

®  Known as the “Reliquary of Saint Julian”

® Characteristics

Rectangular wooden chest (16 = 21.6 = 13,2 cm)
Dermed lid

Maother-of-pearl inlay (geometric and vegetal motifs)
Gilt-bronze lock and handle

Mo visible maker's mark

Poar condition

®  Preserved in the ochove of the Primatial Cathedral of Toledo

AB e cimsted s Friga 81

THE TOLEDO CATHEDRAL CASKET

THE DOCUMENTARY HSCOVERY

e .

CATHEDRAL TREASURY INVENTORY OF 1649

- g mae -ﬂr-\.uﬁ_l-u-h---, ¥

s T g .

PRSTRY N PR EATE,

.u.-—.—..#.-l.o.p-- gty 'y p = Ak e
-

=  Records donations following the death of Garcia de Loaysa y Girdn in 1599

= “Small coffer of mother-of-pearl, a work from the Portuguese Indies, in
which there is a document signed by Saint Julian®

dirchies Cagvder 4o ls Dovecdrsl da Teledn. iwaviarvan, B del 517 iweiands o' iesore o i cardanod Bahasor Wowcose i w13 G R,
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THE TOLEDO CATHEDRAL CASKET

THE COMMECTION

Garcia de Loaysa vy  Girdn, owner of the casket,
was serving as archdeacon in 1584,

+
According to Friis (1942, 71) , during the envoys’ stay in Toledo (from 29
September to 21 October 1584,

they were recelved at the cathedral by an archdeacon.

& plausible connection: the casket may have entered Loaysa y Girdn's
possassion as a gift from the Tenshd envoys

Pu=wwd ol Barrla sin [navia pdinde, Chapinr Houen ol Fap Prirs stisl Cofveival of Teloda: Tokrsie, Pdupranh iy Hap s,
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TRACING THE MATERIAL LEGACY OF THE TENSHO EMBASSY
IN SPAIN: THE TOLEDO CATHEDRAL CASKET

Jaime Gonzalez-Bolado

THE OB]JECT: The Primarial Carbedlral of Toledo poserves & lapancse wamban lacquer casket,
traditionally known as the “Reliquary of Saint Julian,” as it once contained a document attributed o this
saint. The object is a rectangular wooden chest (16 * 216 % 132 cm) with a domed lid, decorated
with mother-of-pear] inlays set in rhomboid compartments and arranged in vegetal-floral motifs, and
fitted with gilt-bronze hinges, Although known to a small group of specialists,the casket has attracted little
scholatly attention and has remained largely overlooked. Its modest dimensions, poor state of preservation,
and location in the schars—rthe cathedral’s octaponal relic chapel, with restricted access—have limited its

study, and no sustained analysis of the object exists,

THE DISCOVERY: The key cvidence for its history comes from the cathedral archives, A treasury
inventory dated 1649 records, among the objects donated after the death of Garcia de Loaysa v Giron
(1534-1599), a “small horizoneal coffer of mother-of-pearl, a work from the Portuguese Indies, in which
there is a document sipned by Saine Julian, patron and bishop of Coenca”. This entry, repeated in 1790,
corresponds closely to the casker preserved today and establishes thar the object entered the cathedral as

part of Loaysa y Giron’s posthumous donation,

THE CONECTION WITH THE EMBASSY: Loaysa v Giron was a prominent ecclesiastical figure
who served as chief chaplain and tutor to Philip 11, and later became cardinal and archbishop of
Toledo. Crucially, in 1584 he held the office of archdeacon. According to the Jesuit chronicler Luis Frois
(1942, 71), the Japancse envoys, who remained in Toledo from 29 Seprember to 21 October of that
vear, were received at the cathedral by an archdeacon in the absence of the archbishop. Although Frois
does not idendfy this individual by name, the coincidence with Loaysa y Giron’s position ar the dme is

significant.

Taken together, these elements allow us to propose a reasonably grounded hvpothesis: that the casket
may have entered Loaysa vy Giron's possession as a gift from the Tenshé envoys during this encounter,
and was later incorporated into the cathedral treasury as part of his posthumous donation. While the
scarcity of surviving documentation prevents us from treating this as an established face, the available
evidence is sufficient to advance a significant claim: the Toledo casket appears to be the first wemban

object in Spain for which we have documentary evidence—however indirect
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RIEBREHTD AR VIZH D HMEREZIWLS: ML FAEED
N & LIS

Jaime Gonzalez-Bolado

B P FAEEOEEERIZE, B TR TR A0EEME L LTHMshsEE
BRI EEBRONANRREIATVS, DOTHIZIE, ZOBAMIRETS L XhaxHEHIH
GhiZ bizh®T S, FREFFRBEORAHEORE (16 x 21,6 x 13.2 cn) T, BEIhAHEH
U, EEOREICHEY - TXROESRERFEIR TS, 4, £EEELATANORE
BEOFIFTSAT VWS, ZoHIR—EOEMAFIZZNohTWSE0D, ZhE TEME
DEEFEAYBESHTEST., +totWENEREshT I bk, MMITHE L E, BER
BHRFEEEALRVIE, Y6127 7 AHNFRINAAXKBEEONARERDE (XF+—
A ICAETAZ R YHHEOHB LR -TEY., ALY hETiFbhTva
L,

RBEAQOEFEIETIEBELITFMINEEOCELRI-AHINS, 1640 FHOEHEE
Iz, Y7 -F-0F44% -4 -0y (1534-1593) ORBIZFEh-ROoPIZ, TR
Wb FHEA  FEOWSEHTIC LS ROBRET, TOPITEITADFHEEAIZLT
AATHIBANTFIXADEZAIXBHEH AT VS) LRINATVS, ZOREILITI0
HIZERVEYRTEY, BT MEL I —HTEehs, A@M¥OTFAH -1 - kDO
CORBEO—ME LTAERIINEYXhAZ EHEREYLS,

XEBBEHEOBE: 07 14 - 1 - b0 vid, 72030 FHFASERERLED, T
OERERES IR FARRE L AFRLTERETHE, EELOE, [584ELRIZHES
R (FAFzT4F737) OBIZH-EIETHDH, 1 ZAXASDFREEENIA - 7
o A (Luis Frois, 1942, p.71) i2khif, TOEIANEMSWALIBET MV FIZHTEL
EEESL, XAHFEOLOHERIIL-TREETNAShEEYXNS, 7040 AT
DIMOFERRL TR, YBOOT7AY -1 - e0 OB E0—HIdEE ICET
&

IASOBRFESTIE, —EOENEE OERERTTH I LMTETHS, Thbb,
ZOMEIERERBERSO TS - 1 - bOviiesABICFEErSEOH,. TO®, #O
MEFERE L TAEEOEWEICIS ShATEENSHS. BETIEEMROATVS
th, THEBEENHEELTLILRTELVY, SRJ{LLEEELERLBERTSIZELST
HdH, Thabb, 2oL FonEE, RIEBSEER - OMES2 (L& AMENTEH-T

H) WENICETITEZ LATEE AL Y BIOBEREERGHTH 2 THEEHE,
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Maork Erdmann

Lecturer in Art History

School of Culture & Communications
The University of Melbourne
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Memorial de las cosas que van de venir para el

presente que Su Santidad ha de enviar al Rey de la
China
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