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22 Months Later

Alexander Hamilton (Shiga Prefectural Zeze High School)

When | received the long-awaited placement email in 2023, | had never
heard of Shiga. | immediately started gathering whatever information |
could from google. It seemed strange that a place so central to Japan, so
close to many major cities, could be so relatively unknown. Nevertheless,
| was excited; every account | read about life in Shiga was glowingly
positive, and being close to Kyoto seemed like a positive.

Fast-forward two years, and Shiga is how | think of Japan. Lake Biwa and [topic:
the quiet towns on its shores have replaced the images of bustling cities

and Mt. Fuji, which used to make up my overall image of the country. | Life in Shiga
have had some incredible experiences all over Japan, from a visit to HETOEEICOVNT

Himeji Castle to a music festival in Kyushu, but the memories that will
stick with me the longest will be the ones that take place here in Shiga.
Playing guitar with my students during the cultural festival, summer
barbeques at Omi-Maiko, hiking up Mt. Hiei, and exploring the ceramics
shops in Shigaraki, all stand out as experiences that have shaped my time
in Japan so far.

In last year’s essay | wrote about how quickly my first year had flown by,
and my second year has kept up that pace. At that time | was worried
that my time here would fly by without making the most of it, but I’'m not
so worried about that now. | have done a lot between then and now, and
I’'m confident that by the time | write next year’s essay | will have created
even more memories just as important as the ones I've gained so far.
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Teaching English...in English!

Ann Cooper (Hikone Higashi High School)

When | found out I'd be teaching at a high school on JET again, | wondered how
it would be since there can be such a range when it comes to how schools are.
My experience this time is completely different than before. For one, classes are |
completely in English. In addition, | work with one native English teacher rather
than multiple JTEs. She actually spent part of her life growing up across the river
border from where I’'m from in the States. | never thought I'd work in Japan with X
someone that had a similar experience like that, so it was really surprising once |
started working here.

Although these were things | wasn’t used to, I'm glad that I've been able to
experience teaching at a school with this type of setup. Working with only one
teacher rather than many means that we can both focus on planning together IBESEEICDOLT
and make classes more cohesive. Not only that, but this means that other JTEs
have more time to focus on their own classes as they don’t need to join ours.
And, we're both available if they need help or want a native English speaker’s
perspective.

Of course, | think it’s also helpful for students! They get used to hearing not
only one but two native teachers in class, and because they are forced to engage
in English it helps them become more comfortable with it. All of our materials
are in English, too, which helps with immersion.

I’'m really grateful I’'ve been able to have this kind of experience, and | never
thought that it would happen in Shiga as it’s very rare. | can honestly say that |
would recommend this kind of setup to other schools. | hope that it will become
more common in the future, because it’s a win-win for everyone!

Topic:

Teaching English
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In the Present Tense

Cheyenne Moon Price (Shiga Prefectural Board of Education)

Choosing just one piece of culture to write about felt daunting until |
thought about the Japanese idiom my friend mentioned once, ® D D &

H 1, “the impermanence of all things.” It describes the inevitability of

change, transience, and life itself. The beauty of a single moment. Itis
because it will end, that it is beautiful. She told me it was difficult to
explain, but that many people imagine cherry blossoms, falling.

When | asked others about its meaning, most agreed that it is embodied
in the way of life here. | wondered about the need to work so hard in a Japanese Culture
culture that values impermanence. | don’t think I’'ve found an answer.
But | have seen it in those around me; like the kind ojii-chan who greets | BAEDXEICDWT
me by tipping his baseball cap, or the girl who stops to smell the orange,
osmanthus flowers in the fall.

My time on JET is rapidly approaching its end—strange, considering | could
have sworn | just arrived a few days ago. | was warned about the variety
of emotions that would ensue as my departure day approached. Grief,
excitement, confusion, and everything in between.

But I've also enjoyed the summer walk to a visit school in the countryside,
or the conveninece store ladies who always smile in the morning as | grab
my usual cup of coffee. There’s so much | could say about Japan. For
now, I'm simply enjoying the day-to-day moments.

Rfter all, what is here today, might be gone tomorrow.

topic:
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Paying It Forward

Juan Aleman (Maibara Senior High School)

Ehhh?!! You want to be a doctor? Why are you teaching English?

That's the reaction | often get from both students and teachers when |
share my dream. And it's true—I want to become a doctor. But teaching
English is also a meaningful goal of mine. Growing up, English was my
second language, so | can relate to my students' struggles. English
enabled me to explore my intellectual curiosities about the natural world,
and | wish to pay it forward to meaningfully impact at least one student. |[topic:

That said, the first month in the classroom was difficult. | struggled to
adapt my lessons and speech so that students could follow. In fact, my Teaching English
first lesson was very stale: too much talking, not enough interactions. f@anne o\

Little by little, | adjusted my approach. Solo work became pair work.
Activities turned into creative projects. We tackled academic topics like
endangered species and how to compromise. Along the way, something
beautiful happened—students began to share their own opinions. Silent
classrooms came to life. Disinterested faces turned engaged.

English became accessible to them. And with that, the opportunity to
create fun, engaging lessons. | have fond memories of students' laughter
as they blue-shelled each other in our Mario Kart lesson and slapping
proverb cards with glee during our English Proverb Karuta game.

They give me strength every day to do my best. Lesson planning is
difficult, and will never be easy for me. But their joy, their laughter makes
paying it forward worthwhile and deeply rewarding.

NATxT—F
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Preparation for Life in Shiga, Japan

Raquel Gonzales (Moriyama Junior & Senior High School)

Before coming to Shiga, no number of Google searches could have
prepared me for the frustrations and exhilaration of living and working in
Japan. But that didn’t stop me from trying to sap answers from online
comments from 10 years ago. In actuality, the questions | would have in
my first few months on JET would be impossible for me to predict:

Do | brush my teeth in the restroom or the teacher room? Is everyone
going to notice how long | brush my teeth for? ... Is it unfair that | always |topic:
give the worse lesson to the class in first period? ... Wait, why is everyone
still wearing long sleeves? ... Am | tired because of culture shock or
because | just taught five classes? ... Why do my students laugh when | WETOEEICDONT
use Kansai dialect?

When | arrived here, learning how to be a young professional and live
in a new country was like wading through molasses. For a long time, every
moment of the day was difficult. No single action came naturally. Even the
fundamentals of life were challenged—but every day I’'m learning and
growing. Slowly, the molasses has become something a little easier.

If I had the option to reach out to myself from a year ago to offer
advice, | don’t think | would. The spectacular nature of my experience in
Shiga would be diminished without the frustrations and errors that |
made. It has made the good days even more amazing. I’'m all the happier
for it!

Life in Shiga
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Echoes of a Train Ride

Arvin Javier Benamije (Higashiomi City Funaoka Junior High School)

“My best memory with you was when we talked a lot on the train together. | was
nervous at first, but our conversation was very enjoyable. Thank you, and please keep
doing your best.”

On that one cold morning in early March, | found this letter on my desk. It was from one
of my former third-year students. The message was simple but held a special place in my
heart. | never thought that one casual train ride would leave a lasting impression.

| have always believed that true foreign language learning transcends the four corners of
the classroom. It happens with simple daily interactions— a quick chat before the class
starts, a random question in the hallway, or even just a casual talk at a convenience
store.

Back in the Philippines, | taught both Filipinos and a small number of Indian students.
There, | was accustomed to language learning that was often direct, interactive, and BRER(CDN\T
heavily influenced by Western teaching methods. In contrast, | have seen that the
classroom dynamic in Japan is more reserved and nuanced. At first, | got frustrated when
| asked a simple question and was met by a deafening silence in class. It was
uncomfortable but gradually, those silent moments gave me significant opportunities to
step back, observe, and reflect. Furthermore, my JTEs have been kind and generous
enough to offer constructive feedback to enhance our team teaching styles and
techniques.

My time in Japan has shifted my perspective on English language learning. | have learned
when to speak and when to listen. As my journey continues, | look forward to creating
more opportunities to help my learners and colleagues strengthen their communication
skills— inside and outside the school. After all, language is all about forging meaningful
connections seamlessly.

Teaching English
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From "Eigo?" to "Let's Go!"

Christian De Dios Libunao (Higashiomi City Choo Junior High School)

The title of this article, From “Eigo?” to “Let’s Go!”, captures the journey | have
witnessed every day in my junior high school classroom here in rural Japan. Many
students begin with a hesitant, questioning attitude toward English, often asking,
“Eigo?”, uncertain and shy. But through encouragement, engaging lessons, and
opportunities to express themselves, they gradually move from sitting on the fence to
feeling confident and excited, ready to say, “Let’s go!” .

When | first arrived as a JET Programme ALT, | expected to focus mainly on teaching
grammar and vocabulary. What surprised me was how much of my work became about topic:
helping students find their own voices and identities through English. Many of my
students memorized English phrases for exams, but rarely saw it as a language they could Teaching English
truly use to express who they are. To bridge this gap, | collaborated with my Japanese
teachers to create lessons that brought students’ personalities and interests to the BREFEE (- DL\T
forefront. Whether writing about favorite foods, sharing weekend stories, or performing
skits, students started using English to say things that mattered to them personally.

This transformation, from hesitant “Eigo?” to enthusiastic “Let’s go!”, didn’t happen
overnight. But little by little, | saw students raise their hands more, stay after class to
chat, and share dreams and jokes in English. It became clear that learning English was
more than just an academic subject; it was a pathway for self-expression and courage.
Teaching here has reminded me that language learning is not just about fluency or test
scores. It is about helping students dare to be seen and heard. When they say “Let’s go!”
in English, they are stepping into new worlds and new versions of themselves, and as
teachers, we have the privilege of cheering them on every step of the way.
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Experiencing Japanese Poetry in Shiga

Long Jack (Higashiomi City Notogawa Junior High School)

One aspect of Japanese culture that | have found a growing interest in
recently is Japanese poetry, especially the Hyakunin Isshu. | had known
about the Hyakunin Isshu and about the game of karuta for a long time,
but it wasn’t until recently that | began to read and study the poems
myself. | quickly fell in love with tanka poetry and found a deep
appreciation for how tanka poets are able to put so much meaning and :
beauty into a poem with so few words. Ever since then, | have been trying [topic:
to memorize the poems, so that | can play karuta. Luckily for me, living in
Shiga means that | am close to Omi Jingu, where the national Japanese Culture
championship tournament for karuta is held every year. | have visited BADOXLICOWT
Omi Jingu in the past, and | thought it was very beautiful, but that was
before | had read the Hyakunin Isshu. Now that | know more about the
Hyakunin Isshu and tanka poetry, | would like to visit Omi Jingu again, as |
think | could appreciate it more deeply now. Also, two locations in Shiga
are mentioned in the Hyakunin Isshu, Mount Ibuki and Osaka no Seki. |
have not visited these two locations yet, but | have plans to visit them in
the future. | think that it is so cool that | can personally experience the
inspiration for some of Japan’s most famous poems right here in Shiga
prefecture. | am very grateful for the opportunity, and | greatly enjoy
learning more about Japanese poetry and Shiga prefecture every day.
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A Whole New World

Jared Potts (Higashiomi City Eigenji Junior High School)

From the moment | arrived in Shiga, | knew | was going to have a I
wonderful new experience. My life both in and out of work is so different
from anything | have ever experienced before. Because of that, a lot of
these last ten months have been adapting and changing to fit this
environment. For one thing, due to the less frequent busses and trains, | _
had to learn to become more punctual for things. | have also been able to F=

walk to almost any place | need to go on a regular basis, such as a topic:
supermarket or Costco, which is something that would be quite difficult
in Florida. Life in Shiga

It is also been really interesting to have so many famous or interesting | syyza— -
places to visit. Within the first two weeks of arriving, | traveled to the HECOEAI-ONT
Lake Biwa Museum in order to learn more about one of the most famous
landmarks my new prefecture had to offer. While it was an extremely hot
day, | still managed to have a lot of fun while becoming more familiar
with Lake Biwa. Another landmark that | traveled to was Hachimanbori. |
went during the fall, and was astounded by the wonderful scenery. There
was also a nice cafe there that had a dog as part of their welcome crew,
which was a fun experience.

There are still many wonderful places in Shiga for me to go to, and a
lot more to learn and see while | am here. | am looking forward to
encounter what awaits me in the near future while | live in Shiga.
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Brawl Stars

, (Higashiomi City Aito Junior High School)

| came to Japan with the expectation that everything would be completely
different. Everybody said that would be the case. When thinking about a place
that is on the other side of the planet, it can be difficult to imagine it any other
way. Though | have certainly noticed a number of differences since getting here,
I've realized that similarities are also numerous.

When it was first time for me to introduce myself to the students in class, | had

prepared a presentation on myself, my country, and my interests. As much as |
had tried to make it interesting, it felt like there was no way to know if the
students would enjoy it until | presented it to them. While presenting, there
were some topics, such as football, that they weren’t familiar with, but there
were also others that were met with very strong positive reactions. BAEDILIZDWT
One of these discovered points of commonality was Brawl Stars. Brawl Stars is a
mobile game that is pretty popular in America, and it seems to have quite a bit

topic:

Japanese Culture

of fans here in Japan too. Interestingly, it is neither an American game nor a
Japanese one. Brawl Stars is from Finland, and yet it is connecting people from
these other distant countries. | think this shows the interconnected nature of
the world we live in today.

Compared to earlier times, we have much more in common with people from
other countries. Brawl Stars is only one example. Starbucks, tennis, Rock Paper
Scissors—the list could be never-ending. People here in Japan, in America, and
anywhere else are all human. No matter how different we may be culturally, we
can always find things in common if we only try to look for them.
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Nature that Nutures

Raina Norwood (Higashiomi City Seitoku Junior High School)

Living in Shiga for the past 10 months has been an experience of
growth, in many facets of the word. In every instance I've had of being in
Japan, the country teaches me something new and wonderful not only
about myself, but about the world.

Shiga specifically has taught me about the human existence and
sameness we share regardless of origin. | always knew about this truth,

but experiencing it first hand, seeing parents show up for their kids, topic:
seeing students light up when they finally understand a topic, and seeing
families in restaraunts just going about their day, evokes a sense of Life in Shiga

com.fort anc! global conne.ctedness. This FonneFtedness is aI.so present in HETOEEICOVNT
the integration of nature into Japanese life. Being from Florida, | was not
used to seeing mountains, enjoying onsens, visiting ancient structures,

and attending seasonal festivals. The inclusion of such activities in one's
day-to-day, however, accentuates the effervescent beauty of the small
things in life, and appreciation of change.

On a less existential scale, being in Shiga has allowed me to develop my
language skills more with the use of Kansai-ben, and grow my
independence as | learn to navigate essentially how to be an adult again
in a foreign country. All in all, living in Shiga has taught me about myself,
and the world around me in a way that | never would have gotten had |
never made the leap, and I'm thankful that | got the oppurtunity to make
it.
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A Second Japan

Rene Vazquez (Higashiomi City Tamazono Junior High School)

When one of the millions of Japanese travelers visits Japan, their
motivations usually revolve around a few images; the sky-illuminating city !
skylights of Tokyo, the traditional time slip into Kyoto's past, and the
charming side streets of Osaka where an outwardly rugged but inwardly
soft elderly man serves a drink - and with it, Japanese memories that will
last a lifetime. These are beautiful in their own right, but most people
overlook the majority of the landmass that makes up Japan. Rarely does [topic:
one make time to visit a station that takes three hours to get to by train
from Tokyo station, from a city that already encapsulates more Japanese Culture
restauraunts or entertainment than one could possibly hope to even BADOXLICOWT
approach enjoying all of in the span of a few weeks. Very rarely do people
come to a station like "Yokaichi" or "Maibara" on their travels. Through
the JET program, | have been given an opportunity to explore a second
Japan, so to speak, because it is nothing like the Japan that people often
think of. This is a Japan of inconvenient trains, but it's also one of star-lit
skies, heartwarming hospitality, and unique festivals. Teaching in this
second Japan has only added to my appreciation, as every day | find
myself making new intimate memories that | couldn't have hoped to
create in the bustling city like Tokyo, a place that almost feels less
intimate and personal precisely because of how many lives already have a
home there; but there's always room in the Countryside. There's always
room in this second Japan.
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On Making Mistakes
Sarah Lathers (Higashiomi City Koto Junior High School)

| realized immediately upon arriving in Shiga that although my Japanese ability
was enough to survive, it was certainly not enough to convey my thoughts or
feelings to others in a meaningful way. Tasks that had been simple for me back
at home suddenly felt impossible in Japan, and | made more mistakes than |
could possibly count — sometimes without even realizing until long after.
However, despite the challenges, this process has taught me some of the most
valuable lessons | believe ALTs model for their students: becoming comfortable
with making mistakes and recognizing that learning is a journey that requires
significant perseverance and courage.

As ALTs, we put ourselves in very vulnerable positions by coming to Japan and
learning how to adjust to a new language and culture. By openly trying our best IBHEERRICDOULT
to understand the world around us, and potentially fumbling in the process, we
demonstrate that mistakes are a natural part of learning any skill. Furthermore,
as non-native Japanese speakers, | think that our continuous effort to forge
connections with those around us shows that you don't have to communicate
perfectly in any language to be understood. Through my interactions every day
with students and coworkers, I've learned that as long as you genuinely try your
best, other people will always be able to sense your earnestness to connect with
them and your desire to learn. These are traits that will benefit our students
throughout their lives regardless of whether or not they choose to continue
learning a foreign language in the future. It is incredibly important in any culture
to be patient with ourselves and with each other as we learn and grow, and |
hope that our students see us and come to understand that they don't have to
be perfect to be able to connect with others in valuable ways.

topic:

Teaching English
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Exchanging language, culture, and kindness.

Joseph Timbs (Koka City Tsuchiyama Junior High School)

| had never been outside the States before. In fact, | had never even

ridden an airplane before. So, moving to the deep countryside of Shiga, _
Tsuchiyama to teach has been an incredible adventure for me. Since my H
arrival, | have taken every opportunity | have had to explore this county’s <
beautiful culture and nature. From the historic Todai-ji Temple in Nara,
the wonderful Nachi waterfall in Wakayama, and of course, the gorgeous

waves of Lake Biwa. As a Michigander, | am so happy to be a part of the |[topic:
continued legacy of Michigan and Shiga’s 57-year-old friendship.
However, the most enriching aspect of my experience has been the
people of Tsuchiyama and my students. They have been so kind and [eva— -
welcoming to me. Their love and support have encouraged me to make HECOEAI-ONT
the most of my adventure. | am so fortunate to be surrounded by such

Life in Shiga

caring people and for as long as | am here, | will always do my best to
support this wonderful community.
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Connecting with 700 students

Deven Mahanti (Koka City Minakuchi Junior High School)

Before ALTs begin teaching in Japan, they often hear about how small
Japanese schools can be. It usually goes like “This school only has 60
students split between 3 classes.” A normal sized JHS in Japan has around
100-300 students.But there are over 700 students at Minakuchi JHS this
year, and in my first year that number was closer to 800.

This has presented unique challenges. To me, the key to teaching at a
large school isn’t just making connections, it's making the small efforts to [topic:
solidify bonds. If | participate in club activities, | show students that | care
about their interests in a way that talking about it twice a month in class Teaching English
could never achieve. jBEe -\
Another aspect | think is important is speaking some Japanese outside the
class, to show students a few things. First, I'm learning and making
mistakes too. Second, the weight of communication isn’t entirely on
students. When students have to communicate in English with their ALT
all the time some of them might improve, but many students will also feel
too scared to talk to the ALT. It’s important to give students space to
speak Japanese, too. Third, if they’re struggling in class or outside of it,
they feel more confident coming to me.
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Sharing my love of Shiga with my family

Kelly Reid (Koka City Shiroyama Junior High School)

Going into another year in Japan and Shiga has been an enlightening
experience. Having spent time among the locals, making new friends and
seeing the beautiful countryside has been among my favorite things to
do.

This spring my parents came to visit, it was my mother’s first time in
Japan and my father’s first time being here in 40 years, suffice to say a lot

has changed. topic:
We did some sightseeing around Shiga. We visited Hikone castle,
Shigaraki and several shrines. While they were here, we also visited lake Life in Shiga

Biwa, my parents are Michigan natives, so they are no strangers to large | sys2a— SR (-
lakes. Also, in Japanese style, we hosted a BBQ while they were here and HECOEAI-ONT
invited some local friends, it was great to get everyone together.

This year | hope to experience more unique culture and events here
in Shiga. It is exciting to see what the future will bring.
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What Care Looks Like in Public Spaces

Samantha Quiroz-Gutierrez (Koka City Koka Junior High School)

My ten months in Japan have revealed a society deeply invested in its
children. From child-height sinks and mirrors in every bathroom to kid-
only subway cars in Osaka, and even underground pedestrian crossings in &
rural towns, care for children is built into the country’s landscape. This
commitment extends beyond physical infrastructure. Each morning, |
watch neighbors escort local kids to school, their daily presence a

reflection of how deeply that same care is woven into the rhythm of daily [topic:
life.
As a junior high school teacher, I've seen how this culture of care and | Japanese Culture
trust affects the classroom. My once-shy first-year students are now BADOXLICOWT
basketball team captains; my 5th graders have become confident 6th
grade leaders, running welcome events for new students without teacher

direction. When given the responsibility and trust to be a role model for
younger peers, students naturally strive to set a good example.

My time in Japan has shown me how a society thrives when it invests
in its youngest members. As a teacher, I've become more committed to
supporting my students through hallway conversations, after-school
English practice, and a constant effort to bridge the language barrier. In
my future teaching career, | will carry this mission with me: to create
spaces like the ones I've come to know in Japan, where children feel seen,
supported, and empowered to grow.

AHZEFICHITRIT7ER

FORXR—IT14ILR- B (BEHIREHRFR)

D ERTEETREMERBICONT AEFEELEICBLVI VI SERIEEDEYI(C
BEINTVBZEICRD DT RU AIRGHS(CEM TS Eh b ozl EABKUICE
FEEDETDFRNGCENS ORY AROM FEETIEIFEECEREMEHY KT, BEA BTD
ANESHACHTE T HEDFEETZENNERICITIDZRZALTVE T BADFEERS
ADEERIEEZITIT>TERSNBEN T, EDERICHIENICHEMAMAEN TLELTZ,

RERBENC LT, EDIUHICHZES<LIET REABNBOEVEETE, FEEZEICE
ENTBE FEBLRENEDLIICHRITDINEBDHLYICTHIENTERURZ 10N B
DE WO THDBN ODERZEIFEE NRTYNR—ILOREZ - T I2FEANERRLEL
Teo RIZINERSFEEN S 6 FEARRULEREE S TIIFREDIETN RS TE FITFEEDED
RERNBDCENTEIBLDICRVURUL . FTORWVRE G2 ERZSAOND & LB
BARAELVWEFAZREOELET,

BATBI UEREE HENRF P OERICIRET S ETUNCERTINERICHAT
<NFEURHBEEL T, BT COREE, MEREDRAFERE ., TUCESEDEZRYBZ D7ZHD
BABCWENZERBLT, FELREEXADCEICEIN—BHEANDLDICRY Uz, FIED
HEIEEICHVTE COFERZ /M ZHATNEZVWERBWNERT, X DB ARTIEOTEEX
;ﬁlﬁﬂgﬁf‘i%@ﬁﬁ’éﬁ?r%n\ XASN BRUTWAZEZASN TS ERERU SN SZEMH

& CY,

REMIFERFR 26 AHRET  #R

_23_



The Etymology of "W Rizz"

Shelby Keiko Davis (Koka City Konan Junior High School)

When you think of teaching English, you likely imagine the ABC's,
grammar lessons, and reading with students. Of course, all of those things
are a large part of teaching English. However, my third year on the JET
program has given me more to think about when | think about what
"teaching" is. Last year, a handful of my students had the opportunity to
participate through a yearly exchange program with an American school. |
was excited to hear about all the things that they observed and learned in [topic:
their week at an American middle school. Though, | wasn't prepared for
their new fluency in American slang. "W Rizz" began to fill my ears when | Teaching English
walked through the halls of my very countryside Japanese junior high f@anne o\
school. | asked my students if they understood what this phrase meant
and they said no, so | explained to them that "W" stands for winning, and
"rizz" is shortened form of the word charisma. It means that someone has
good charisma. | felt proud that | could explain the meaning of something
they learned from their peers in America. As an ALT, we have the
opportunity not only to help our students with their English
grammatically, but we also have the opportunity to broaden their
knowledge of English in social situations and give them the tools needed
to better understand their peers from abroad.

W RizzIDFEREE

II)E— T4 T4 T4 X (BFEMILAEDER)

REBEHADEX TIVITPRNYNOSCEEFE LY £ EXEEHU_ T XA—ITINEL
NELA. TNIEESAAREEHAD_ENEEL—RICTIN JETTOTSLDIFHICRY,
REEBADERFEDIVWSICENIDVTEDERSKERDLDITRU KUz A TV S EREDM
ADDEF, PAVAEDZSRBFDOTOT S ALICSMUEUTZ. PXUADHFER TRERRUIZC &
PEHECTECEZHAKDZEREULAICUTVWERLUZ, TREBARRERNHY XUz, BAEERD
AT T EHIMHTTWVzDTY . D EIH TV SHEDHFFERDE FTIW rizz]ZEICT 50D
MNIRFEV XU, TOEREICIZDERDERN DA D TVEIT N EELSE [ONSRNJEFZR
UTzo WIZBSE EWLWOBIRD B Y. rizzE X HDEBEE R DT MAAENETHANH D E LD RR
[C7TRYET o EREICT XV ADMRERILEN S DEVVERIRZFHATET CEYICBVKRUIZ ALTEE
FRICKEBEDSICEDEVNLZHZ DD TIF AL RECERIHRNIENZLITIRRZESZADE
EEITBADMERLTERSER T DL OBVEMERA D EERENIELTVET,

AN EER

_24_



Are You Ready?

Sophie Nevel (Koka City Shigaraki Junior High School)

Every day for the last three and a half years, | have been teaching English
at three schools. Every day before class starts, before a new game or
activity, before a challenge, | ask my students, “Are you ready?” Every
day, whether they truly feel ready or not, they enthusiastically reply,
“Yes!” For this reason and many more, | feel inspired by my students.
While learning another language, we can expect to make many mistakes,

and that is O.K. Mistakes are natural and helpful! Sometimes, though, topic:

making many mistakes can feel disheartening. It can cause us to lose

confidence and motivation. This can make it difficult to move forward. Teaching English
However, something | have noticed recently in many of my students is f@anne o\
the willingness to try, even if it is hard, even if mistakes will happen, even

if they don’t know all the answers. | think that to grow and learn and

become better, it is important to always remain willing to try. None of us
can give everything 100% of our power all the time, but what matters is
that we show up and do what we can. Some days, our “best” may be
80%, and some days, it may be 30%. Even 30% is better than 0%. | feel so
inspired when | see my students trying their best to learn English, working
together and helping each other, even when they are unsure. They are so
brave and so bright. Every day, whether | truly feel ready or not, | ask my
students, “Are you ready?” and they motivate me to say, “Yes!” too.
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How | Learned to Love Kanji

, (Sakata Elementary School)

The initial reaction of most any Japanese beginner is that it would be
much easier if there were no kanji. The grammar’s hard enough as it is!
And how am | supposed to read the name F£&H?

When | arrived here not even nine months ago, my Japanese left a lot to
be desired. Yet | can name a hundred examples since then where a word
was revealed to me through kanji alone — sometimes a single radical.

Yesterday | read & for the first time and figured it meant colorless, but [topic:
the meaning wouldn’t have dawned on me had I read £ L & <. I learned
the word for astronomer - XX & — when a student showed me her Japanese Culture
paper while asking for the English translation. BADSLICOWNT
Mhat’s not to say it’s easy or anything — a large part of one’s schooling

here is dedicated to kanji. Many learners consider kanji the bane of their

existence, and even a few of my students have said they don’t like them!
Nonetheless, a moment I'll always remember is one of my professors
reading from the Tale of Geniji, in the original, in real time. Just like me,
he started studying Japanese from scratch as an adult, and now he has
without a doubt mastered Japanese, and is at a level | one day hope to
be.
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Planting Words, Growing Wings

, (Ohara Elementary School)

Spring breezes stir the plum trees by the gate,

New shoes, new names, shy voices becoming great.
We trace the alphabet with careful hands,

Like planting seeds across fertile lands.

Summer hums, and cicada song fills the day,

Students’ questions bloom as they slowly find their way.
Laughter spills where once there was a pause,

Each spoken word shaped with pride and small applause.

Autumn paints the mountains red and gold,
With each class, they become steady and bold.
They learn to write beneath October skies,
With softer errors and braver, clearer eyes.

Winter wraps the school in soft, white snow

They thank me as they turn to go

Through the halls, their voices start to sing

Proof that foreign words can help them find their wings.
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Connect with the Community

Kaleb Thompson, (Daito Junior High School)

This year, I've tried to focus more on connecting with my local community
in Shiga and making the most of my time outside the classroom. One
highlight was spending more time with friends—whether it was sharing
meals, exploring new places, or simply chatting, these moments helped
me feel more at home. | also made an effort to get involved in community
events and local festivals, which gave me a deeper appreciation for the

culture and warm hospitality of the people in Shiga. Topic:

A memorable experience was completing “Biwa Ichi,” the cycling trip Life in Shiga
around Lake Biwa. The journey was challenging at times, but incredibly WETOEEICDONT
rewarding. | was constantly surrounded by stunning scenery—peaceful
rice fields, historic temples, and the sparkling water of the lake. The

kindness of the locals | met along the way made the trip even more
special. It reminded me how rich and beautiful everyday life in Shiga can
be. | would highly recommend Biwa Ichi to anyone living here—it’s a great
way to experience the natural beauty of the area and feel connected to
the local culture.
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Learning to teach English 3 times.

, (Maibara Elementary School)

My time teaching in Japan has been a truly exceptional one. This is
currently my second year with the JET program but | have taught at 6
different schools. When | arrived in Japan, | was placed at 2 elementaries,
| was very excited about this. | slowly became accustomed to teaching
English in these schools, | had never taught before so there was a lot to
learn. Thankfully my JTE was great and we worked well together. | was
excited to grow together as a team. Then after a single year | was Topic:
switched to Junior high. Learning to teach English at this level was a
struggle, | hadn't fully learned about elementary and was now having to Teaching English
learn everything all over again. | had many difficulties adjusting to the f@anne o\
new environment. | did my best to adjust to the new level of English and
was slowly figuring it out, then after 6 months | was placed in new
schools. | was switched to 2 new elementaries and was thrown back into
what | hadn’t fully learned before. My new JTE is great and | love working
with her, | hope | will be able to build relationships with the students and
teachers in these new schools, and of course teach them English.
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Growing Together Through Change

Laura Steavenson (Maibara City Junior High School)

My second year on the JET Programme has been full of growth and -
change. | began at two elementary schools and am ending as a junior high [&&
school ALT. Moving schools was a challenge, but it also allowed me to 4
transition with the sixth graders | had been teaching. This continuity
helped strengthen our relationships and made the adjustment easier for
both sides.

In junior high school, I've seen my students rise to new academic topic:
expectations while still finding joy in learning. Striking a balance between
challenging material and the comfort of familiar games and activities has Teaching English
been key to maintaining their sense of wonder in English class. These f@anne o\
moments of laughter and connection remind me that learning thrives
when students feel both supported and inspired.

Through this experience, I’'ve come to appreciate the care, consistency,
and connection that define education in Japan. I've learned that trust and
relationships are just as essential as the content we teach—and that
creating space for joy is just as important as pushing toward growth
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