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How Time Flies

Alexander Hamilton, Shiga Prefectural Zeze High School

A long time ago, when | was an eleven- or twelve-year-old just finding
out about Japan through manga and video games, someone raised the
idea that one day | could go to Japan to teach English. | don’t remember
who it was, and at the time becoming a teacher was the furthest thing
from my mind, but the idea lodged itself somewhere in my mind and
stayed there. More than a decade later, having worked an IT job for
several years, the idea randomly resurfaced. Almost on a whim, | decided [Topic:
that | would apply to the JET Programme.

| am now approaching the end of my first year in Shiga. Originally, the Life in Shiga
plan was to stay for two years and then head home. That’s plenty of UBETOEEITONT
time, right? Surely | could experience everything the country had to offer
in that time, | thought. But a year has gone by in the blink of an eye, and
one year will turn into two before | know it. I've realised that two years
won’t be nearly enough to truly experience Japan.

Although this year has flown by, it has been full of incredible
experiences that | would not have imagined having a few years ago. From
playing with my school’s guitar club, to seeing the sunset from the Tokyo
Skytree, to experiencing festivals in various parts of Shiga, | have fit more
into one year than | ever expected to. | hope that my second year will
bring me even more incredible experiences and memories.
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A Unicorn's Revenge Challenge

Ann Cooper, Hikone Higashi High School

When | first heard | was placed in Shiga, | wasn’t sure what to think. This isn’t my
first time living in Japan, working for JET. My first introduction to living in Japan had
been Tokyo, a completely different experience from life here. Even though I'd been
to 26 prefectures and planned on going to all someday, I'd only ever been around
Shiga. Of course, when | thought of Shiga | thought of Lake Biwa. But, | eventually
realized that it must’ve been some kind of fate that led me here.

| had forgotten that 3 members of a band I've loved since university are from

Shiga. One of my Tokyo co-workers that | still keep in touch with, her mother is from Topic:
Hikone; which is where | was placed. Not only that, but a member of a band I liked L .
in high school graduated from the main school I'd be working at. Fate. Life in Shiga
When you live as a JET in Tokyo, you feel like you’re in a sea of so many others . .
- ™ ~ - \
with so many things you can or need to do, and a lot of times you’re on your own. | HETHEEICDNT
expected the same for Shiga, but | was pleasantly surprised by all the help that was

available when | arrived.

My second month in Shiga | visited Yonbancho Square and Hikone Castle with a
friend from Mie who'd been before, who was excited about going with me and
introducing me to the mascot, Hikonyan. All I'd really seen before then was
Hikonyan’s schedule, which | pass by on my way to work (since then, I've seen
Hikonyan a total of 6 times and will many more!).

From seeing multiple mascots, checking out different places with friends,
enjoying the beauty of the cherry blossoms by Hikone Castle on my way to work, to
simply just walking with a neighbor in the morning or hearing Takanori Nishikawa’s
voice sing the Heiwado theme while shopping; when it comes to living in Japan |
would have to say that life in Shiga has really been the best for me so far.
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How Things Change

Cheyenne Moon Price, Shiga Prefectural Board of Education

Since becoming the ALT Prefectural Advisor (PA) last summer as part of my role
at the High School Education Division, | now have twenty-one schools.
“Teaching English” as a concept has morphed into something less about
planning lessons and more about engaging students in a meaningful way with
the limited time | have available.

Now | work with teachers across Shiga Prefecture. The schools | visit are vastly
different from one another. Office life can be high pressure, but that pressure
disappears when | stand before a class and teach. My goal as a teacher is no
longer only memory and recall, but also to inspire students in their English
studies.

While I worry that my classes may not be of use to students, | am reminded of IBESEEICDOLT
one individual. This student asked good questions and responded to the
interactive elements of my presentation. After class, | was told that he is
normally bored, which surprised me. | might only have a few classes at each
school, but it makes the time | spend there worthwhile—especially when | see
how my presence as an ALT makes a positive contribution.

When | arrived in Japan, | was a worried, self-conscious child, overly critical of
any action or words said. That child still remains tucked away within me,
protected by the shell of knowledge and experiences I've grown piece by piece.
Sometimes things break parts of this shell, and | feel all of those old, sore
feelings spilling out onto the floor. But the students brighten my day every time
and my doubts disappear when | am teaching. | hope my students know just
how much they’ve taught me as well.

Topic:

Teaching English
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It’s Been a Blast

Kyle O’Connor, Maibara Senior High School

These past five years have been a truly amazing experience for me, and
sadly this must be my last year on the JET Program. Just like many of the
other ALTs who come to Shiga, | had no idea what to expect. Upon finally
arriving here, | realized how blessed | was to be placed here. The
sweeping mountains, the lush rice fields, the ancient culture, the kind
people, and the beautiful Lake Biwa. There is so much to learn and so
many places to explore. Shiga has become not just another place | have |Topic:
lived, but my home.
Why has it become my home? Well, more than anything else, it has been Life in Shiga
the people | have met while living here in Shiga that have made this UBETOEEITONT
experience so worthwhile. The teachers at Maibara have slowly and
kindly taught me the best ways to help the students learn. They have
helped with countless troubles, both inside and outside of work.

The students as well have helped me just as much as the teachers. It’s
been such a joy to bring out their personalities and excitement during
English classes. Seeing a class of smiling students reminds me how
rewarding it is to be a teacher, and makes me want to do my best.

With all that being said, you may be wondering if | will stay in Japan. The
answer is, yes! | will continue my life here in Shiga, doing the best | can,
both in teaching and in representing America.
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A comfort space

Arvin Javier Benamije, Funaoka Junior High School

From the day | stepped into the land of the rising sun, there was much hope and
anticipation within me to experience many things about Japan. At first, | was in a
blank slate of what Shiga looked like and how it felt to live overseas.
Transitioning my life to a foreign country like Japan was not easy and moved me
in many ways.

Growing up in a tropical country like the Philippines, | see that Higashiomi City
and Pililla, Rizal, my hometown, share the same picturesque scenery. Both are
surrounded by plain rice fields, mountains, and a nearby lake. Essentially, it gave
me insurmountable connections to feel at home in Japan while enjoying life
with nature. Meanwhile, if there is one huge difference—that is where
Higashiomi City and Shiga allowed me to experience the sheer beauty of the BETOERFRICDOWLT
four seasons. It gave me a different perspective of cherishing each fleeting
moment.

As my life continues miles away from my comfort zone, | cannot help but fall in
love, not only with nature but also with the Japanese people. | could not forget
when | lost my winter jacket at the train station, my cell phone in the
supermarket, and even a single ball pen in the classroom. | was astounded
whenever such personal belongings were brought back to me. Undoubtedly,
Shiga resonates with the idyllic countryside life of well-mannered people.
Hence, Shiga is a place you can call your comfort space. With this, it is evident to
me now why Filipinos and the world admire Japan.

|

Topic:

Life in Shiga
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Kindness and Smiles are Universal

Christian De Dios Libunao, Choo Junior High School

Language is natural and universal. It is inherent for it is ingrained
in our way of thinking and living. Likewise, it is common because it
symbolizes everything expressed in any language. This idea has come

teaching that serves as a reminder to never forget show kindness to
other people. Subsequently, this Japanese expression made me realize
that whatever language we speak, a smile and kindness always translate |Topic:
the same way.
For almost two years of teaching at Choo Junior High School, | Japanese Culture
have reckoned that what makes my school so special is how the students BADSLICONT
and the teachers practice this Japanese expression in their daily lives.
Typically, language barriers and cultural differences are the biggest
buffers that | need to conquer to survive. However, the emotional strain
of dealing with these things became less because of the smiles and
kindness that | received from them. My students and the teachers’ smiles
make me happy and positive. Their kindness makes me feel that Shiga
could be my second home. Meanwhile, learning English could be hard for
my students at some points, but smiling at each other during the class
could ease the pain of misunderstanding and learning. Helping them with
a smile on my face cheers them up. It helps them to keep on learning
even though the lessons become difficult. Thus, the concept of smile and
kindness is truly natural and universal across languages and cultures.
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Kawaii : A Cute Culture Shock

Czarah Jane J. Miranda, Eigenji Junior High School

Just like other foreigners, I've always been in awe of the way Japan
delicately balances and allows traditional and pop culture to coexist.
Speaking of pop culture, my favorite would have to be the kawaii culture,
a Japanese phenomenon that celebrates all things cute and adorable.
Personally, this has had an insightful impact on my growth and self-
discovery. As a resident of Japan, my experiences of kawaii allowed me to
gain a deeper understanding of Japanese culture and most importantly, | |Topic:
have been able to reconcile with and heal my inner child.

Japanese Culture

It is also fascinating that kawaii can also shift its lens on imperfection and BADSLICONT
vulnerability. Its celebration of "ugly" and "imperfect" characters,
kimokawaii, has also been a refreshing relief on the unrealistic beauty
standards presented on various media platforms. This unusual
perspective has helped me to let go of my need for perfectionism,
allowing me to develop a more accepting attitude of myself.

Kawaii's emphasis on individuality and self-expression allows us to tap
our creative sides and explore our uniqueness. While celebrating cultural
diversity and identity, there is a sense of freedom and empowerment
through different perceptions of kawaii. Ultimately, | believe it can unite
individuals and foster a feeling of community and belonging.
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Experiencing Japanese Culture Through Literature

Jack Long, Notogawa Junior High School

| have been a huge fan of reading books since | was in high school. Ever
since | moved to Japan, | have been making an effort to read as many
classic Japanese novels as | can. Through reading Japanese novels while
living in Japan, | have come to learn about many aspects of Japanese
culture and history that | did not know about before. One example of a
Japanese novel that | have read is Moeyo Ken by Ryotaro Shiba. The
novel is about the Shinsengumi, and follows the life of Toshizo Hijikata. [Topic:
The Shinsengumi was based in Kyoto, and during trips to Kyoto | have
visited many of the locations that are important to the history of the Japanese Culture
Shinsengumi and the Boshin War. | think that it is amazing that | can visit BADSLICOWT
the real life locations that are mentioned in the book , and learn about
the real history behind them. Another Japanese author that | like is
Yasunari Kawabata. His novels contain many aspects of Japanese culture.
Recently, | read his novel Thousand Cranes. Traditional Japanese Tea
Ceremonies are an important part of the novel. | have experienced a
Japanese tea ceremony here in Shiga prefecture, and that real life
experience helped me gain a deeper understanding of the novel, and of
Japanese culture as a whole. | am looking forward to read more Japanese
novels and to visit more locations that have been eternalized through
literature. | think it is an amazing opportunity to be able to experience
Japanese culture both in real life and through literature.
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My Journey in Japanese

Kayla Clifford, Gokasho Junior High School

When | moved to Japan about 9 months ago, | didn’t speak much
Japanese at all. | loved the language and the culture, but even after
studying for months after | arrived, | felt like | still couldn’t speak at all.
Every time someone spoke to me in Japanese, my mouth would open,
but my voice just wouldn’t come out. Even though | knew what | wanted [

to say, | could never manage to actually say it. It was lonely and

frustrating, and | started to wonder if | would ever be able to speak Topic:
Japanese.
Life in Shiga
. . _mnlioal ) o

Then, | found a speC|a.I communlt.y of my own—online! Now, | stu.dy HECDEEICONT
Japanese every day, and in the evenings, | can connect to a community of
dozens of foreigners and Japanese people who are all trying hard every

day to learn each other’s language! Not only can | make native-speaking
friends who help me practice my Japanese, but | can also help them with
their English and exchange our cultures together. Now, | have the
motivation and support to study and use Japanese every day as | enjoy
my life in Shiga Prefecture to the fullest, making new friends and seeing
new sights every day. I've learned a lot about myself, and | can’t wait to
learn even more as | continue working and living in Japan as an ALT!
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Contemplations on Tea, Tradition, and Tranquility

Raisa Dominique Garcia Perez, Aito Junior High School

As an avid coffee enthusiast, | must admit that the taste and aroma of tea
initially did not appeal to me. Nonetheless, | eventually came to
appreciate it through my immersion in several Japanese Tea Ceremonies

(FR1E).

In preparing for 738, the host consciously chooses the type of tea,

incense, tea utensils and their materials, flowers, calligraphy, and room
arrangement. These elements are carefully aligned with the season, Japanese Culture
occasion, and guests’ backgrounds. This intricate and meticulous level of
preparation encourages every participant to connect with the moment BAEDIEICDOWT
and the surroundings, while being mindful of their thoughts and bodily

sensations. Through my regular engagement with 2318, | witnessed how

it can cultivate inner calmness, reduce mental clutter, and foster
creativity.

7578 goes beyond being a rich and multifaceted art and tradition. In the

midst of this restless modern world, it provides a personal retreat into
tranquility. It reminds me to embrace a lifestyle of intentional living and
mindful thinking; that in everything | do, it is not the quantity of what |
accomplish that matters, but the quality of it.
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From this Corner of the World

Rene Vazquez, Tamazono Juniour High School

When | first found out | was going to be placed in Higashiomi, | wasn't sure
what to expect. | know we were expected to be flexible, but | was really holding
out for a more rural setting. When | saw the population of over 100,000, my
expectations were completely shattered.

Would | make close friends in a place so large? Would my Japanese be
proficient enough? Would | be able to continue my hobbies? | was ready to rely
on the benefits of a small rural town in order to make connections. How would |
find that in a place that’s too big to know everyone, but too small to have more
than one single street of entertainment?

Thankfully, my worries were quickly expunged after living here for half a year. It
started with students smiling as they told me their names. It was the realization | ;B TOEFIC DT
that there were people living lives just as complex as anyone else. | was always
aware of this natural fact, but to see it lived out was different entirely. Now, |
can hardly go a single day outside in public without finding students to talk to
about our daily lives.

The thing about life is that it follows you wherever you go, whether you choose
to make something or not. The same is true for all people. Regardless of where
you are, there will always be people living their lives ready to make connections
with other people. From an alley of urban Tokyo to the smallest fishing village,
to Higashiomi. A town where the kids ride their bikes between a few places on
the main street, and the occasional cat can be spotted in the rice paddies. I'm
proud to be able to call Higashiomi my current home.

Topic:

Life in Shiga
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JET Essay

Cameron Stuart Hart, Koka City Koga Junior High School

Here at last, | come to the end of my journey. One year? Three years? Surely
five years haven't passed since | first set foot in little Koka,Japan. 'Where on
Earth is Koka?' | thought, as | scrambled to type the name into the Google
search bar upon receiving my placement email. Koka was a world away from
Dorset, England. | traded pubs, wild ponies and bad weather for shrines, sushi
and humid summers.

It seems | will have to make the trade again very soon, some of which will be
harder to accept than others(Although, I'd take beans on toast over natto gohan
any day). That said, | have a feeling that | won't truly appreciate the aspects of
Japanese life | have come to know and love, until after | have left them behind.
Last weekend, | was in a motorcycle accident. Not a particularly serious one, BETOERFRICDOWLT
but serious enough that | broke the bone in one of my fingers. This rendered
my right hand useless, at least until it heals, which will be long after | leave
Japan. This means | won't be able to play in the last rugby game for my club this
weekend, nor play basketball or badminton with my students during club
activities, or even swim in Lake Biwa with my friend at the farewell BBQ.

It seems that | am already leaving behind accepts of my life here in Japan.
What's important now | think is to focus and enjoy the things | can do before |
leave. As Gandalf says, "All we have to decide, is what to do with the time that
is given to us".

Topic:

Life in Shiga

JET Essay
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Community and Culture in Minakuchi, Japan

Deven Mahanti, Koka City Minakuchi Junior High School

My experience with Japanese life has been wonderful.
10 months in, | can say I’'m confident living in Japan. Koka’s people are &
always willing to help somebody in need. My most touching memory
comes from my 2nd month here. | was sick, and | wasn’t sure what to buy
to treat me. | was too afraid to ask anybody too. At one point, two
salesmen came to my door. | apologized in limited Japanese, explaining

how I didn’t have a mask and didn’t want to make them sick. A few Topic:

minutes later, they knocked on my door again with water, soup, bread,

and some medicine to help me. It was a touching experience that made Life in Shiga

me feel like a part of the community. UBETOEEITONT
That’s only one part of being a community member. It’s important to

participate in community events too! | had the opportunity to participate

in our town festival by pulling a ward’s float through the narrow streets
to our shrine. Each float had a display on top. At the top of our float was
a scene from Genji Monogatari, “The Tale of Genji.” Though | didn’t climb
to the top, | was asked to help directly in pushing the float back to its
garage at the end of the night. It was simply unforgettable.

Participating directly in the struggle - and commotion - to move our
ward’s cart to and from the festival helped me feel integrated into my
community. I've made wonderful connections in Koka that | hope will last
forever.
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Experiencing Japanese Culture

Joseph Timbs, Koka City Tsuchiyama Junior High School

| had never been outside the States before. In fact, | had never even
ridden an airplane before. So, coming to Japan last year and moving to
the deep countryside of Tsuchiyama to teach has been an incredible
adventure for me. Since my arrival, | have taken nearly every opportunity |,
| have had to explore this country’s beautiful history. A history that is wel :
preserved in its architecture. Some of the most exciting and edifying sites

| have visited have been the location of the nearly 100-year-old Keibajo |Topic:
racecourse in Kyoto, the 315-year-old Buddhist temple, Todai-ji, in Nara,
and the 600-year-old Himeji Castle in Hyogo. | found that each of these | Japanese Culture
locations are sure t.o leave any visitor with an i.nd.elible impression. BADSLICONT
However, | would like to say that the most enriching aspect of my

adventure has been the people of Tsuchiyama. They have been so kind

and welcoming to me. | know that their support has encouraged me to
make the most of my adventure and that it wouldn’t be possible if it
wasn’t for their care. | am so fortunate to be surrounded by such people
and for as long as | am here, | will always do my best to give back to this
wonderful community.
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My Life in Shiga

Kelly Reid, Koka City Shiroyama Junior High School

Reflecting on my time as an English teacher in Shiga Prefecture, I've come
to cherish the peaceful rural life and rich cultural experiences this region
offers.

Shiga's tranquil countryside has been a refreshing change from the busy
city life of Kalamazoo Michigan. Living near Lake Biwa has been a
highlight, with its serene beaches and clear water providing a beautiful

repreive on the weekends. Topic:
Culturally, Shiga has been fascinating to explore. Places like Shigaraki,
known for its traditional ceramics, have given me insights into Japan's Life in Shiga

artisanal trad.ltlons..The shrln.es an.d temp.les across the |:.Jr.efecture. have UBETOEEITONT
also been enlightening, offering glimpses into Japan's spiritual heritage.
Settling in an area like Koka has been wonderful for my family. The mild

winters and abundance of outdoor activities have allowed us to enjoy
nature year-round, fostering a strong sense of community with other
local famalies

Looking back, my time in Shiga has been enriching, deepening my
appreciation for Japan's cultural richness and providing cherished
memories with my family.
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When in Japan,...

Shelby Keiko Davis, Koka City Konan Junior High School

“When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” The equivalent proverb in Japanese is
SRIZ A>TIXERIZHE Z, gou ni haitte ha gou ni shitagae. When you enter a
village, obey the village. While they use different words, both express the same
meaning. When you’re in a new place, observe the customs and mannerisms of
others and follow their lead.

As a non-native to Japan, | often stick out like a sore thumb. My fashion sense

and my mannerisms cause me to be easily noticed in a public space. In my first Topic:
year living in Japan, it bothered me. | learned many things about Japanese
culture through my efforts to assimilate and stick out less. Such as, sneezes
aren’t acknowledged, friends don’t often hug each other goodbye, and rock-
paper-scissors is used for most decisions, even among adults. BADSMEICcDULT

In many ways, learning these customs and mannerisms has helped me to further

Japanese Culture

understand my students, coworkers, and the community. | also believe some of

the new ways | have learned how to do things are better than how they’re done
in my ‘village.” However, teaching about American culture is just as important as
learning about Japanese culture in promoting international exchange. So, | have
found ways to share my customs, from saying “bless you” when my coworkers
sneeze, to hugging my friends when we say goodbye.

Of course, there are cases where following customs are the polite and arguably
the right thing to do. Learning how to follow the ‘village’ while maintaining my
identity and sharing my culture is one of the many invaluable experiences | have
had while living in Japan.
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A New Life: Breaking Down, and Building Back Up Together

Sophie Nevel, Koka City Shigaraki Junior High School

Shiga truly is a magical place. | have lived here for almost three years
now, and have found a new life here. When we live in one place for most
of our lives, we have no idea how a new place might change us. There are
so many aspects of life to consider when moving to a different place:
different cultures, languages, environments, foods, places, people. |
thought | was prepared before moving here, but | could not even imagine

the wonders waiting for me, the experiences and the people that would |Topic:
change my life and lead me to grow more than | ever imagined | could. |
have met people from all over the world during my time here, from Life in Shiga
Japan, Peru, Taiwan, Jamaica, New Zealand, Australia, the U.K., South HECDEEICONT
Africa, the Philippines, Indonesia, and Italy, to name a few. | am so
grateful to every person that | have connected with! Everyone that has

touched my life has taught me something, from my students to my
coworkers to my friends, and | hope that they can say the same about
me. When | first began interviewing to be an ALT, | was told that life here
would break me down and build me back up. | agree with this sentiment.
| am so much different than who | was when [ first arrived here. Through
connecting with people, nature, and a culture that I still learn more about
every day, | feel that life in Shiga is healing me and helping me grow in so
many ways. Every day, | feel so lucky to be here.
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Lessons in Tradition

Anna Jones, Soyo Junior High School

Through my role as an ALT, I've had the privilege of not only teaching
English but also learning from my students and colleagues about the
deep meanings in everyday customs.

From the outset, | have held deep respect for Japan's cultural heritage,
admiring how tradition seamlessly mixes with modern life. Coming from a
relatively ‘young’ country, having the privilege to witness firsthand how

Japanese traditions are not only preserved but cherished and practiced |Topic:
with respect is something | feel extremely grateful for.
One aspect that particularly resonates with me is the significance of food | Japanese Culture
in Japanese culture. Beyond sustenance, every meal is a reflection of BADSLICONT
seasonal changes, celebrations, and even spiritual beliefs. For instance,

enjoying soba noodles on New Year's Eve symbolizes longevity and good

fortune for the coming year. These traditions extend beyond mere
consumption—they symbolize mindfulness, gratitude, and harmony with
nature. The significance of food as a vessel for meaning and tradition has
taught me invaluable lessons about respect, mindfulness, and the beauty
of cultural continuity in Japan.

Lessons in Tradition
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A New Home

Christina Madera, Ohara Elementary School

Since arriving in Japan 11 months ago I've been amazed by my life in
Shiga. | remember when | first got the notice of where | was going to be
living | didn’t know anything about this place called “Shiga”. Naturally |
had many different feelings about moving here. | was happy and excited
about experiencing something new, but also nervous about moving so far
away from my family and friends. Since moving here I've been able to be
a part of so many wonderful things. | have always been welcomed by my [Topic:
fellow teachers and students and it makes me feel like | have my own
kind of family here in Japan. It still amazes me how kind people here can Life in Shiga

be. For example on my birthday many teachers told me "Happy UBETOEEITONT
Birthday!" and the students made me surprise birthday cards.

I've also been able to explore so many different aspects of life. In the
classroom | get to play English games with our students and help them
learn and improve their skills. Outside of the classroom | often enjoy
hiking the mountains around my home, going to festivals, and local
markets. Even though I've been here almost a year now, it feels like it’s
been much longer. Life in Shiga has a different pace from back home, a
calm and slow pace that allows life to be purposeful and pensive.
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Teaching at Two New Schools

Kaleb Thompson, Daito Junior High School ! l
This year, | started teaching at both an elementary and a junior high 9. ﬁ
school, each with unique environments and challenges.

At the elementary school, students range from beginners to those eager
to converse in English. Their energy and enthusiasm require me to adopt
to a more interactive teaching style.

| create fun and engaging lessons related to textbook topics using
various techniques to make English enjoyable and meaningful. Some of |Topic:
my favorite lessons include: showing videos about New Zealand, creating
PowerPoints, singing songs, reading short stories, and researching topics. Teaching English
These activities not only engage students but also teach important life o -\
skills. Making PowerPoints helps students express themselves creatively
while improving their voice and confidence. And researching topics on

their tablets broadens their understanding of the world.

| truly enjoy teaching English, especially seeing my students improve. As a
new teacher, | have much to learn, but with the support and feedback
from other teachers, | believe | can help students improve their English
while also having fun.
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Living in Japan

Kassandra Sauser, Kanan Junior High School

Last year | moved to Japan. It was my first timing moving out of my
state, much less out of the country. To say it was a big change
would be an understatment. | struggled with a lot of things when |
arrived, from the chaotic orientation and dealing with jet lag, to
the language barrier when moving into my apartment.

| expected the culture to be different but | didn't realize how much
it would actually be. One of my favorite things is the history that |Topic:

surrounds everything here. From finding temples or shrines in the Japanese
forest or hearing folk tales about how islands where born in Lake Culture
Biwa. It's very intersting to see how the new and old are BADIALIZOWVNT

intergrated into every day life. The food is also very different, |
thought Japanese cuisine contained a lot more vegetables and less
meat then it does. I've had some struggles with the culture of the
Japanese workplace because it is so different from American
workplaces.

Language is very intertwined in culture so | think learning Japanese
has been an integral part to intergrating with the culture and the
people. | still have a long way to go with my studies but | hope to
improve. As well as helping the students improve their English.
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Discovering Shiga

Laura Steavenson, Maibara City Maibara Elementary School

| was cautious when | learned of my placement in Maibara, Shiga, last
year. | had never heard of Shiga and was surprised when my Japanese
instructor raved about the prefecture's beauty and prime location.
Twelve months later, | can say he was right to rave.

In my first year, | have focused my energy on exploring locally. Though
not far from large cities with cultural attractions, Shiga is calm.

Photo

Farmlands, mountains, lakes, and towns blend outside the JR train Topic:
windows. These snippets of Japan inspire my travels. Kusatsu was a place
to change trains, but now it's a regular stop when | attend its farmer's Life in Shiga
market. I've talked with local farmers and eaten the food they grow. I've UBETOEEITONT
swam in the lake's clear water at Omimaiko, biked along the base of
Shiga's mountains, and hiked up hills to find shrines hidden in the trees.

It's natural to crave grounding when arriving in a new place, and the
quiet rural north of Shiga quickly became the home | needed. Life here
may be quiet compared to other placements, but it is also comfortable.
Shiga is the hidden gem of Japan. | look forward to finding more of its
surprises in the coming year.
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Lake Biwa

, Imazu Junior High School

Lake Biwa. The largest lake in Japan. Before | moved to Shiga, Lake Biwa
was the only thing | knew about it. Lake Biwa has inspired artists and
storytellers for years, yet | learned about Lake Biwa through Pokémon
Gold and Silver. In those games, an angry red Gyarados rages in the
waters of the lake until it is calmed down by the player.

Photo

Now, | can’t say | ever saw a raging monster defending the lake, but | can |Topic:
easily understand why it would. Spending almost every morning walking
around its shores and watching the sunrise over the waters is always Life in Shiga
calrr.ming. Even i.n winter, when waYes crash. sheets of ice into the shore B TOEE
has its own unique beauty. Lake Biwa and its natural beauty have been a
constant in my life in Shiga. It will be the thing | miss most about my life

in Shiga.

(BEMILSEPFR)
BB, BASADM. HEIC3 oM T AL, EBHULNMIYERATUS,
EEHIRE. SR OYEOBYFL LIS VAL —avEEX TR ELLM, IS
SVNTHSEDRRTE Y TR EIILN—EBLTT U cNS DS — ATl BT
FrSRIMDRCTRNEY, TLA VN ENEEHET.

WX, AERETIEHICENEBIDZEIRI—ZREERLHYXBEAN REEDITD2ONE[E
[CHfRCTEEXT, (FEBH MFESE N SFIADEZRH CLDEDIEEFETET L
TEHORNKDBZRICITSHE R IREDELINHYXT BERETOBADELE L #
BCTORDEEDHFCEICFELTVWXUZ BB TOEET—EELVEDICRDTLLD,

_27_



Life’s Relay: my reflection as a timekeeper

Na-Kaydia Webb, Ado Elementary School

This year, | was honored to be the timekeeper at Ado Elementary’s sports ,—"
day. Some of the school's athletic competitions included the 50-meter /
race, the "tornado," the "ball toss game," and the day's biggest event—

the relays. Upon reflection, the entire day seemed like a summary of my
time spent at both Ado and Aoyagi Elementary. Year one—the "tornado" H&PL
year. It required significant readjustments, but the board of education,
my co-workers, and members of the expat community were always there |Topic:
to lend a hand. Year two and three were my "ball toss" years, as | was
now more accustomed to my life in Shiga and my work environment, and Teaching English
| had a great time "throwing" around ideas for English classes.
Year four was my '50-meter' dash. It went by too soon! | cooked Jamaican| Z2FE(CDU\T
curry chicken for my coworkers, we had "brush up" classes where we did

fun English activities to help improve their English, and we launched "Eigo
Radio," a short English listening program done with my co-workers for
the students. | even did volunteer English teaching at the Imazu
Community Center. Alas, year five—my ‘relay’ year. | have run this race
to the best of my ability, and now it’s time to pass the baton to the next
runner ahead of me. It's a bittersweet moment, but the race must
continue. I'll never forget the memories | made at both schools and the
time | spent with my students and co-workers. As | pass on the baton, |
hope that, in the eyes of people around me, | ran my race well.
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