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History of the Michigan-Shiga Exchange
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Shiga Governor Kinichiro Nozaki and Michigan Governor
George Romney sign the sister-state agreement in Lansing.

Thomas Haggerty, Chairman of the Michigan People-to-
People program, visits Shiga with his wife and presents
an American flag to Governor Nozaki.

Shiga sends two teachers to Michigan for English training and
to observe the educational situation (six times until 1974).

An exhibition of Shiga tourism and products is held in
Detroit and Grand Rapids, Michigan.

A first delegation of 20 members from the Shiga
Overseas Youth Project visits Michigan.

Michigan sends a 98-member delegation to Shiga and
the Osaka Expo.

The Shiga and Michigan dental associations sign an
affiliation agreement in Lansing.

A second 20-member delegation from the Shiga
Overseas Youth Project visits Michigan.

Governor Nozaki visits Michigan to meet with Governor
William Milliken and they issue a joint declaration for
pollution control and nature conservation.

Michigan sends a first delegation of 20 members from
the Michigan Overseas Youth Project to Shiga.

Shiga sends a third, 21-member delegation from the
Shiga Overseas Youth Project to Michigan.

Michigan sends a second, seven-member delegation
from the Michigan Overseas Youth Project to Shiga.

A delegation of 36 teachers visits the superintendent of
Michigan State and tour Michigan.

Shiga sends a fourth, 20-member delegation from the
Shiga Overseas Youth Project to Michigan.

An 18-member delegation, including Governor Nozaki,
visits Michigan and inspects the water treatment and
anti-pollution measures.

Shiga sends a fifth 20-member delegation from the
Shiga Overseas Youth Project to Michigan.

Samuel Milstein, Deputy Director of the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, visits Shiga with his
wife and attends the national tree-planting festival in Ritto.

An exhibition of abstract paintings by an Art History
professor from Michigan State University is held at the
Museum of Shiga Prefecture Biwako-Bunkakan.

The first Shiga Goodwill Mission visits Michigan (led by
Governor Masayoshi Takemura).

The Otsu children’ s choir performs in Michigan.
Governor Milliken visits Shiga with his wife.

Professor Tai Sung Kim and students from the Lansing
Community College pay a courtesy visit to Governor
Takemura. They attend a lecture on Japanese culture
and history at the Shiga Prefectural College.

The first Michigan Goodwill Mission visits Shiga. (Visits
under the Michigan and Shiga Mutual-Visit Program take
place every two years).

The Suitcase Theatre group from Michigan performs in
Shiga.
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Biwako Kisen Co., Ltd, launches the Japan Adventure
Program.

A group of 20 students from Lansing Community College
visits Shiga for a study abroad and training program. (The
program was annual and ended in 2007.)

Biwako Kisen Co., Ltd, launches the Michigan
paddlewheel boat service on Lake Biwa.

The 1984 Conference on Conservation and Management of
World Lake Environment (the 1st World Lake Conference) is
held in Otsu.

The Michigan Fair is held at a department store in Shiga.

Shiga sends a first exchange group of three teachers to
Michigan.

The Shiga Prefectural College and the Lansing
Community College sign an affiliation agreement.

The International Lake Environmental Committee
foundation is established.

The second World Lake Conference is held on Mackinac
Island, Michigan.

Michigan sends a first exchange group of three teachers
to Shiga.

Shiga starts sending visiting officials to Michigan.

Biwako Kisen Co., Ltd, opens the Michigan House, which
contains classrooms and dormitories for international
exchange students.

The Japan Center for Michigan Universities is launched in
a temporary building at the Maibara Cultural and Industrial
Hall.

The Shiga High School Student-Mutual Exchange
Program begins.

The Otsu children’ s choir performs in Michigan.

The new Japan Center for Michigan Universities building
opens in Hikone.

The Otsu Philharmonic Orchestra performs in Michigan.

The Kusatsu Post Office and the Pontiac Post Office
sign an affiliation agreement.

Children from Nagahama perform kabuki in Lansing.

A high school brass band from the Shiga Prefectural
Brass Band Association holds a parade and concert in
Lansing.

The 30th anniversary ceremony for the Michigan Shiga
sister-state relation is held in Michigan.

The Goshu Ondo Festival is held in Lansing.

A large group, including Vice-Governor Shinji Yamada
and mission delegates from Shiga, travels to Michigan.

The Detroit Symphony Orchestra hold a concert in
Biwako Hall.

The State of Michigan,Japan Office participates in
the Biwako Environmental Business Exhibition as an
exhibitor (yearly, until 2002).
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v A group led by Governor John Engler visits Shiga and

participates in the 9th World Lake Conference in Otsu.

Shiga University and the Japan Center for Michigan
Universities sign a credit exchange system agreement.

Governor Yoshitsugu Kunimatsu visits Michigan and
meets with Governor Jennifer Granholm for the first time.

The University of Shiga Prefecture and the Japan Center
for Michigan Universities sign a credit exchange system
agreement.

Governor Granholm visits Shiga, meets with Governor
Kunimatsu and visits the Japan Center for Michigan
Universities.

The opening ceremony of the Japanese Garden is held
at Lansing Community College to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of their affiliation with Biwako Kisen Co., Ltd.

Five runners from Michigan visit Shiga to participate in
the sixth Ekiden long-distance relay race.

A choir from Saginaw Valley State University performs at
Hikone Cultural Plaza.

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation
participates in the Biwako Environmental Business
Exhibition as an exhibitor in 2008, 2010, 2011, and
2012.

Two ceramic artists from the Shigaraki-Michigan Mission
hold pottery workshops at four sites in Michigan.

A group of Otsu Chamber of Commerce and Industry
members visits Lansing.

The Otsu children's choir performs in Lansing.

A Shiga special products fair is held at the Japan
Festival in Novi, Michigan.

Japanese confectioners hold Japanese-style
confectionary workshops at four sites in Michigan.

A Shigaraki ceramic artist performs at the museum at
University of Michigan.

Governor Yukiko Kada attends the 42nd Annual Joint
Meeting of the Midwest U.S.-Japan Association in Detroit
and has a meeting with Governor Granholm.

The Michigan Children's Exchange Exhibition, organized
by University of Michigan, is held at the Shigaraki Art
Festival in Shiga.

Students from the University of Michigan, Stamps
School of Art & Design start visiting Shiga (in May of
every year.)

Biwako Kisen Co., Ltd, restarts the Japan Immersion
Program. (The program later ended in 2017.)

Governor Kada and Governor Rick Snyder meet for the
first time at the 43rd Annual Joint Meeting of the Midwest
U.S.-Japan Association in Tokyo.

A Shiga specialty products fair is held at a supermarket
in Michigan.

The Lansing Community College students' English
assistant internship at an elementary school in Otsu
begins. (It ended in 2015.)

The Michigan Fair is held at Biwako Valley.
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The Michigan Fair is held at Biwako Valley.

The Michigan exhibition of the artist exchange program
is held.

A delegation from the Shiga Economic and Industrial
Association visits the Japan Center for Michigan Universities.

Executive Committee for Splendors of Shiga(Meijer
Gardens-Shiga Project)is formed.

The artist exchange program Shiga exhibition is held.

Special exhibition featuring Shiga "Splendors of Shiga:
Treasures from Japan" starts in Frederik Meijer Gardens
& Sculpture Park(until August).

Governor Taizo Mikazuki visits Michigan and attends
the opening ceremony of the Japanese garden at Meijer
Gardens & Sculpture Park.

Governor Mikazuki and Governor Snyder have their first
meeting.

Michigan’s DeWitt High School cheerleading team
performs at the 39th National High School Cultural Festival
"2015 Shiga Biwako Cultural Festival." They visit facilities
in Shiga and participate in a cultural exchange event with
their host school, Shiga Prefectural Maibara High School.

A group of Michigan government officials visits Shiga
and the two governors hold a meeting.

An exhibition is held by Meijer Gardens and the
Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park.

Governor Mikazuki visits Michigan and meets with
Governor Snyder.

A supporter of art by disabled people visits Shiga from
Michigan and presents at the Forum to support art by
persons with disabilities in Otsu.

A road in Fort Custer Industrial Park in Battle Creek,
Michigan, is named Shiga Drive.

The ceremony and reception for the 50th anniversary of
the Michigan-Shiga Sister-State relation take place in Shiga.
A large delegation, including Governor Snyder, Michigan
government officials, and Battle Creek Unlimited visits Shiga.

Shiga participates in the Japan Cultural Days held at the
Detroit Institute of Arts as an exhibitor. Vice-Governor
Toshie Ikenaga attends the reception.

A supporter of art by disabled people visits Shiga from
Michigan and presents at the Forum to support art by
persons with disabilities in Otsu.

Shiga attends the 8th World Water Forum in Brazil and
holds a session on lake water in collaboration with the
State of Michigan, the State of Rio Grande do Sul (Brazil),
the United Nations, and others.

The Shiga Calligraphy Exhibition is held in Ann Arbor
Library by the Shiga Prefectural Government and the
Shiga Calligraphy Association.

The ceremony and reception for the 50th anniversary of the
Michigan Shiga Sister-State relation take place in Michigan. A
large group, including the Goodwill Mission, the Shiga Governor's
delegation, the Shiga Prefectural Assembly delegation, and the
Federation of Economic Organization, visits Michigan.

The Exhibition "Process and Presence" is held and Art Brut
Artworks from Shiga are exhibited at the Frederik Meijer
Gardens & Sculpture Park in Michigan (until January 2019).

The Nagahama Tonda Puppet Theater troupe performs at
the Detroit Institute of Arts and Michigan State University.

The Michigan Fair is held at CocoShiga in Tokyo.

The Michigan-Shiga Sister-State Relation 50th Anniversary
Booklet is published.

This document was created based on the materials of the International Affairs
Office, Tourism and International Exchange Bureau, Shiga Prefectural Government,
and through interviews with the persons concerned.
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Goodwill Mission Visit Record
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The Japanese Cherry Tree dedicated to Mrs. Lilian Kumata (Lansing)

The Michigan-Shiga Sister-State Relation 50th Anniversary Booklet
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HiE Dates Hl&% Mission Leader p aEilcEip;znts

1st 1976/7/31-8/16 K& Ex Masayoshi Takemura 165
ist | 1977/7/30-8/15 YPIaTIh-INTazq1> Samuel Milstein 69

2nd 1978/7/27-8/12 gl IE Tadashi Nakayama 164
2nd | 1979/8/9-8/27 Tuy g N ELY Jack VanDyk 29

3rd 1980/8/7-8/22 i)l Mm%k Naoyoshi Maekawa 147
3rd | 1981/7/29-8/6 T4V T - FXx/ > Philip J. Gannon 43

4th 1982/7/22-8/6 &EH S Takao Kasuga 147
4th | 1983/7/27-8/7 T4V T - Fv/ > Philip J. Gannon 42

5th 1984/8/16-8/28 AAR BH Akinori Okubo 234
5th | 1985/7/31-8/8 T4VvT - S20 Phil Runkel 63

6th 1986/7/25-8/9 2H F=H Usaburo Mochida 144
6th | 1987/7/31-8/9 IN=INT - XL Barbara Mason 115

7tn 1988/7/25-8/8 =H =E Saburo Takada 157
7th | 1989/7/31-8/9 RKFILK e NI X Donald L. Bemis 65

8th 1990/7/30-8/12 tE &% Yoshiaki Hanafusa 155
8th | 1991/7/30-8/9 VWAL 97 Anne Hansen 36

1991/7/30-8/12 VI MR=IVF—L Softball team

9th 1992/7/28-8/9 BEx Takashi Tsukamoto 154
9th | 1993/7/31-8/9 g2 -~NO—/El:-E—F> Don Bellows / Bill Heaton 95

10th 1994/7/28-8/10 a2 BX Tadao Iwanami 117
10th | 1995/7/30-8/9 <XAgIV - LB =T Michael Alexanian 51

11th 1996/7/24-8/3 (1] =3 Yasunori Yamawaki 101
11th | 1997/8/1-8/7 FExY b LL/ILX Nanette Lee Reynolds 55

12th 1998/8/20-9/1 e #H= Shinji Yamada 116
12th | 1999/7/30-8/10 TAYY RARNIR YUT>2 - I3 4 Dick Posthumus / Lillian Kumata 29

13th 2000/7/26-8/6 il EB¥F Akiko Yamakawa 68
13th | 2001/7/31-8/10 v—9 - vb— JUFx—K - K> 45— Mark A. Murray / Richard Bolander 59

14th 2002/7/26-8/3 Bl ES Masaki Matsuyama 94
14th | 2003/8/5-8/12 <Y -FHS a5 47T Marilyn Nagano Schlief 27

15th 2004/7/23-7/31 ma EE Hironobu lkeguchi 72
15th | 2005/7/12-7/23 Jar F—=R742/ALT4R - UbF— John Austin / Meredith Richter 32

16th 2006/7/21-7/29 RH* E— Shinichi Sawai 53
16th | 2007/7/26-8/3 XATIV e NA1)— Michael Bailey 21

17th 2008/8/19-8/27 Kir HE Fumihiko Suematsu 46
18th 2010/9/10-9/17 =H ®\ieF Yukiko Kada 50
17th | 2011/11/8-11/19 FAY= VG b> /D5 =)—= 97 Gerry Congleton / Shirley Cook 15

19th 2012/8/23-8/31 I & Atsushi Arakawa 45
18th | 2013/10/17-10/25 Y= TARE—/J)XF x> +)—TF2Z | Lindsay Eister / Christian Wuerth 24

20th 2014/8/21-8/29 mx BR Tadakatsu Fukunaga 48
19th | 2015/10/12-10/21 Y= R—=IbF v L Mary Hall-Tiam 33

21st 2016/8/24-8/31 =ZHA X&E WO mZ Taizo Mikazuki / Tomoyuki Yamaguchi 53
20th | 2017/9/6-9/15 Y& -E=v> /748 - 1 E> Linda Beeman / Kate Simon 32

22nd 2018/9/5-9/14 Bim  &RE Yasushi Banba 42
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