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& Shiga-Michigan Sister State Relation 50th Anniversary
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50th Anniversary
Events in 2017
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Fifteen high school students from Michigan and 15 from Shiga
participated in the exchange, during which they experienced
kayaking Pairs at the BSC WATERSPORTS CENTRE.
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The governors planted a tachibana orange, designated as the Hikone

City tree, in front of the Japan Center for Michigan Universities.
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Art students from the University of Michigan, ceramic artists from the Shigaraki area of Koka City, and

local residents painted ceramic tiles on the themes of “friendship;' “peacednd”lake! It was unveiled at
FUJIKI(formerly Fujiki Toen, the collaborative channel for the Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park)
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The ceramic wall art is cur

Japan Center for Michigan U ved in Apple Hall at the
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A road in Fort Custer Industrial Park, in Battle Creek, was named in

honor of Shiga.
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The demonstration by the two governors and Mr. Kanda, chairman of the Shiga

Calligraphy Association, firmly using a large brush appealed t
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The Goodwill Mission travels around Shiga with
deepen their friendship.

o the audience.
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More than 250 participants, including the two governors,
government officials, and Shiga residents, attended the reception at
the Lake Biwa Otsu Prince Hotel.
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An event promoting Omi culture was held at the newly-opened Japan Gallery
at the Detroit Institute of Arts. Vice-governor of Shiga, Ms. lkenaga, previewed
the exhibition and attended the reception wearing a Japanese kimono made
of Hama chirimen, a top-quality silk fabric produced in Nagahama, Shiga.
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Fourteen Art Brut works from Shiga were exhibited. Artists also

made public sculptures, which visitors viewed enthusiastically.

(Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park)

50th Anniversary
Events in 2018
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With the joint sponsorship of the Shiga Calligraphy Association, around 400 artworks were
exhibited. Calligraphy workshops were also held, allowing many people to experience it for
themselves.(Ann Arbor District Library)
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"#" (Lake), a piece that was written at the public calligraphy event in 2017,

was also transported to Michigan, where the locals got to experience its full

intensity.
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Forty Shiga residents were part of the 22nd Goodwill Mission. Whether they
were reuniting with old friends or developing new friendships, everyone's

bonds ended up stronger.
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To Shiga Drive in Battle Creek

w7 bl £ s
INNLDU—oH0 TEE@ED ) ICT

30

SUAY - WEHHREMEER S DHBEENTI
rhBEEINEHUT, S0EEE TR LIRITY
4T, FILhOFIC TSV V) TEBH 18
L OELENENEDEHSNTNET .

A quilt was presented to Shiga by thg Mlchlgan
Shiga-Sister State Board. The special design
was created to commemorate the 50th
anniversary, with the initials of "Lake Michigan"
and "Lake Biwa" stitched on the quilt.
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A Bunraku puppet performance was held by the Nagahama Tonda Japanese Puppet Troupe.
There were a total of over 1,600 attendees across three shows. After the performance,
attendees were given the chance to interact with the puppets and experience some of
Shiga’s traditional culture up-close.(Detroit Institute of Arts, Michigan State University)
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An opening ceremony was held with a total of around 250 participants from both Shiga
and Michigan. At the end, there was a memorable moment where everyone stood arm
around shoulder singing the Lake Biwa Rowing Song(Biwako Shuko no Uta)together.
(Detroit)
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Chairman Ryuji Kawashima, Chiemi Shibata, Masato Mokuzawa, Chiyo
Komai, and Matsutaro Tanaka, members of the Shiga Prefectural
Assembly, visited Toyota Motor North America R&D Headquarters for
an inspection.(Detroit)
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Shiga-Michigan Sister-City Relationships
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Since the first affiliation between the cities of Hikone
and Ann Arbor in March 1969, thirteen municipalities in
Shiga and Michigan have joined hands as sister cities.
Over the years, each one has built close and friendly
relations through their unique exchange programs, and
their sister-city ties are still growing stronger to this day
thanks to a variety of exchanges.
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Lake Michigan
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State of Michigan

Tk E S Agreement Start Date

1 EART Hikone Ann Arbor 7F—I\—Th 1969
2  KEM Otsu Lansing ZVIVTH 1969
3  EER Ryuoh Sault Ste. Marie R—t&—<U— 1974
4 FEEM Ritto Birmingham IN—=ZVT\LTH 1976
5 ®BEm Takashima Petoskey NEZRF—1 1976
6 EEm Kusatsu Pontiac YT 7y 1978
7 BORIM Higashiomi Marquette N—T vk H 1979
8 SEINE® Omihachiman Grand Rapids 2 5YRSEY X 1986
9  srlumm Moriyama Adrian IARUFP>mH 1989
10  Epim Yasu Clinton Twp JIVKNIETTIyT 1993
11 Traverse City NSN—RF 14— 2005 (1970)
12 HBHEm Koka Marshall N—v )bl 2005 (1984)
13 DeWitt TV TOAYRNFv—9—97>>yT 2005 (1994)
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Michigan-Shiga Sister State Board
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The Michigan-Shiga Sister State Board is an organization dedicated
to playing a part in exchanges with Shiga that take place in Michigan.
Ilts members consist mainly of volunteer representatives appointed by
the sister and friendship cities in Michigan.

When changes in circumstances affected the survival of the sister-
state program, the Sister State Board was the one who made efforts
for it to continue. Personal friendships and continued mutual visits by
the Goodwill Missions between Shiga and Michigan are the result of
many years of hard work and dedication by the board members.

The Sister State Board is responsible for coordinating Goodwill
Missions from Shiga, including itinerary planning, homestay
coordination, and setting up welcome receptions. In addition, the
Board plays an essential role in the grassroots exchanges between
Shiga and Michigan when delegations from Michigan visit Shiga, such
as recruiting delegates and making travel arrangements.

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the sister-state
agreement, the Sister State Board established the Michigan-Shiga
Friendship Exchange Foundation to further promote the sister-state
program and ensure the stable management of the Sister State
Board. Now, and in the future, we Board members will continue to
strengthen our world-class friendship.

Michael Sullivan - Marshall

Back in the late 1980s or the early 1990s Wanda Gish and |
went to a state board meeting in Petoskey. Wanda had been
a board member for several years and it was my first meeting
with the State Board, of which | became a member at that time.
We were right by the lake at a beautiful little building. It was a
small meeting with just a few of us attending. Very quickly at
future meetings, | met the rest of the board members. It has
been a wonderful many years being on the State Board. | know
Wanda enjoyed being on the board very much. It has been a
very gratifying experience to work with the Michigan-Shiga Sister
State Board!

Mike and Pam Bailey - Traverse City

It was a pleasure and an honor to serve on the Michigan-Shiga
State Board. Traveling to Shiga with the delegation was a great
honor and joyous experience.

The lifelong friends that we have made are very dear and
precious to us. We rejoice and thank God for the cultural and
travel experiences and opportunities of continuous love and
friendships between our sister cities and “states”.

Our hope is for the Sister-State program to continue for
another 50 years.
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Our long relationship with Shiga Prefecture began in 1993
when we were asked by the late Lillian Kumata to represent
the City of Lansing on the bi-annual Goodwill Mission to
Shiga. After our return, we joined the Michigan-Shiga Sister
State Board and became Mission Leaders and organizers
of the 1995, 1997 and 1999 Missions to Shiga. We were
active members of the Sister State Board, serving in various
capacities, and members of the Lansing-Otsu Sister City
Committee for many years. It has been, and continues to be,

Michael & Dianne Alexanian - Lansing

a great honor and joy for us to have known and assisted all of
the Visiting Shiga Officials since 1994 and to have had a truly
rewarding and fulfilling relationship with so many residents of
Shiga Prefecture!

Bob Tera - Birmingham

With a long history of military leadership, and first-hand
understanding of the toll that war takes on the human spirit,
President Dwight David Eisenhower was the right person to
establish the Sister Cities Program He understood that one on
one "getting to know you" - sharing meals together, in people's
homes, in their towns - is the best way to diminish the idea of
"otherness" that so often has allowed a tyrant to separate people
into archaic tribal groups and turn them against one another to
the tangible benefit of that leader.

Some of us in Michigan who have participated in the Shiga
program may have had an inclination toward harmony with other
cultures. But we, and many more Michigan-Shiga participants,
have discovered a deep appreciation of our common humanity
by getting to know one another on such a personal basis.

Dawn Pysarchik - DeWitt

DeWitt is proud to have participated in the Michigan-
Shiga Sister-State Program since 1994. At that time, DeWitt
enjoyed a sister-city relationship with Konan-cho. Then in
2005, due to municipality restructuring in Shiga, DeWitt
joined Traverse City and Marshall to form a new sister
city relationship with Koka. Through its participation in
the middle school exchange, high school exchange, and
annual goodwill mission, hundreds of DeWitt and Shiga
residents of all ages have traveled between Michigan
and Shiga. In addition, | had the pleasure of serving as
the oversight administrator for the Japan Center for
Michigan Universities for 16 years. Throughout all of these
engagements, participants were treated to each other’s
culture, food, holidays, and events. Many lifelong friendships
and fond memories have emerged.
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Richard Bolander - Sault Ste. Marie

My wife and | became members of the Michigan-Shiga
Sister City and Sister State Board after hosting two fellows
from Shiga in 1976. They invited us to visit them in Shiga.
Our two daughters, my wife and | visited Japan in 1977.
Eleven delegates went on the Good-Will Mission from Sault
Ste. Marie. Our family has hosted guests from Shiga every
other year since 1976 until 2004.

In 1991, Ryuoh-cho's Superintendent and English teacher
arrived in Sault Ste. Marie to discuss starting a student
exchange program. Eight junior high students arrived from
Ryuoh-cho in 1992. | chaperoned the 1993 Student Good-
Will Mission to Ryuoh-cho—the first of six delegations of
students. The program is very active to the present.

In 1995, | was honored to lead the Michigan Good-Will
Mission to Shiga—forty-eight members. Al Beamish and
| received a special invitation from the mayor to attend
Ryuoh-cho’s 40th anniversary as a city.

In 1998, | lead Sault Ste. Marie’s Good-Will Mission to
Ryuoh-cho. This was our fourth Good-Will Mission to Shiga.

The student exchange programs play an essential role in supporting
the activities held by the Michigan-Shiga Sister State Board. Below is a
brief summary of the Michigan-Shiga student exchange programs.

ShnE#
ThiRE 4 E--3 A HA Number of Participants from
Sisiter-City Name of the Program Year Started S
REAICRIHMETES 2% 1978 FEN528
EiR 7+ —I\—Th Hikone-Ann Arbor Student Exchange Program approx.528
Hikone | Ann Arbor 7 F— N~ R R E AR 1085 o7e
Hikone-Ann Arbor Student Exchange Program
BEIMm | YN—7vhkm IR TR P A B E 1980 39
Higashi-omi Marquette Sister City Scholarship Student Program
ESREREIRESE
Bt | RYT4 P High School Student-Mutual Exchange Program 1982 2% 2
Kusatsu Pontiac AR EEY 2017 - 1
Learning As One
xEm | SvLvoH KRR R coragn | 377 oo
Otsu Lansing Junior High School Overseas Exchange Program (ended in '2317)
TARY P B TRETER 1093 . o
=P 1L Adrian High School Student Exchange Program
Moriyama LF+91E8 RPERERESEE
Lenawee Junior High School Student-Mutual Exchange Program 1993 [ &8
BEM | A—t—TU—F e ERAS 1603 o L4
Ryuoh Sault Ste. Marie Junior High School International Exchange Program
SN RRMHE - PREEBNTESE 2000
%ﬁ:ﬁ /\_B;mfngh/a\mAFE Ritto Teacher/Junior High School Student Overseas (2011454#87T) R %?,;)12112 5 %23)(232
9 Visit Program (ended in 2011) pprox. pprox.
FIN=2YT 1 —Th PPFLERETEERE
Traverse City Junior High School Student-Mutual Exchange Program 2005 7 e
BEE | Y-Sl A EETE 2005 . -
Koka Marshall Junior High School Student-Mutual Exchange Program
T4y kT PEERERESE
DeWitt Junior High School Student-Mutual Exchange Program 2005 lir2 17
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