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United Through Lakes

The Michigan-Shiga sister-state relation began on
November 14, 1968, with then-Governor of Michigan
George Romney and then-Governor of Shiga Kinichiro
Nozaki signing the sister-state agreement. Since then, Shiga
and Michigan have been bound by strong ties, sharing
concerns and worries related to water and boosting each
other up. Behind the creation of this friendship was the
shared reality of living with a lake, endeavoring to work
together to promote tourism and development.

Governor Nozaki took office as governor in 1966. At the
time, signing sister agreements with foreign cities was trending
throughout Japan, and Shiga wanted to join in the trend.
The Shiga Tourism Division learned that the governor was
considering establishing a sister-city agreement with a foreign
country with a lake like Biwa, and they racked their brains to
make a concrete plan to bring his ideas to life.

Takashi Kaji, then Assistant Section Chief of the Shiga
Tourism Division, was one of the people who served as
a bridge between Shiga and the U.S. He knew that the
Joint U.S.-Japan Committee on Trade and Economic
Affairs would hold the United States-Japan Conference on
Development and Utilization of Natural Resources in Japan,
and that there would be a subcommittee meeting for
national park management. He suggested to his supervisor
that Shiga could attend the meeting as an observer and ask
the U.S. representative about a suitable partner. Kaji was
assigned the important task of attending the meeting and
seeking the American representative's assistance in building
a relationship with that partner.
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Signing ceremony
(MSU Kellogg Center, November
14, 1968)
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The two governors signing the agreement
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During the meeting, held in April 1976, Kaiji talked to the
Assistant Director of the United States National Park Service,
Theodore Swem, regarding the governor’s proposal for a sister
state agreement with a U.S. state with a lake like Biwa. Swem
welcomed the Shiga governor's proposal, before travelling to
Shiga to inspect the Biwako Quasi-National Park. During his
visit, Governor Nozaki requested his assistance in establishing
a sister-state agreement, placing emphasis on the State of
Michigan out of all lake states in the U.S.

In May 1968, Director General Ohashi, of the Shiga
Prefectural Department of Commerce, Industry, and
Labor, travelled to attend the second meeting of national
park management in Washington, D.C. He then visited
Michigan regarding a possible sister-state agreement. That
September, the Director of the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, Ralph MacMullan, travelled to Shiga, and
both Michigan and Shiga agreed to sign an agreement.

The sister-state agreement between Michigan and Shiga
promotes friendship and goodwill through economic and
cultural exchanges, and the conservation and preservation
of Michigan and Shiga's distinctive lake environments.
In November 1968, Governor Nozaki, accompanied by
Director Kitagawa of the Shiga Prefectural Water Policy
Division, travelled to Michigan and signed the sister-state
agreement with Governor Romney in Lansing.
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Goodwill Missions
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Substantial Exchanges with Local Residents

Both Shiga and Michigan are self-governing bodies
blessed with great lakes. For the purpose of building a
common spirit and developing more dynamic exchanges,
they have been organizing mutual visits by members
of goodwill missions, made up of local residents, every
year since 1976. Shiga residents enjoy the wonderful
opportunity to experience the beauty of American lakes
and family culture during their stay in Michigan. The
sister-state exchange program is a dynamic program
that involves Shiga residents actively taking part in the
homestay program by hosting the goodwill envoys from
Michigan.

In November 1968, the governors of Shiga and
Michigan signed the sister-state agreement. The
relationship has deepened since then, leading to
other Michigan-Shiga sister relationships such as the
one between Otsu and Lansing, the two capitals.
In 1976, eight years after the signing of the sister-
state agreement, Shiga sent a large goodwill mission,
including local residents, to Michigan for the first time.

The Shiga Goodwill Mission was led by then-Shiga
governor Masayoshi Takemura, who said, “The sister-
state relationship had already been established when |
took office as governor. However, | realized that there
had been no practical exchanges in which local residents
participated. | quickly decided to initiate a substantial
exchange program that involved all Shiga citizens.”

sz
The ST . 2

e 4y R
Sh””bUniﬁ/?i 197 H197 64
Ve

EWORUNESS |

b S SR v Ot /ST

DISASDSRIN Hel S & G2 I > HOE:

% | Oy

GCHWTRRINRHIA St

ASAGHDNGA TBEH - FEORRIE ¥ Gy,

WOOHOERITAN R «lf W

[ oz cxcnoimaman

| m:ngmwmjaxﬂ

8 by

=

FExETRLTHEM . BE165 A &Mk BMNIRELRD
FERXMEOFR THRARETIHK. 7TE31HMS17H
F. R—LAXTA4ZBU TRERDEFEYPTE. Xtz
BEETZEEEIC, BEMNEDRIFREZREDE U,
FEEEE. EMANERES. Eil. HE. |8,
FERBREEROEREBTENIh. XKERERERS
SMUFE U, TEHK., Z2<0BBREHENNE O™ &M
KIREZBEATW TN E, BRYPEENMIZERSDH
EVWST—ZANEFEEAE, TRE—HFKEEDEDEH
. 2ENIKBE UL D TIERWTL LSy (B
NITHE) . MERF—BREICR—LIATAL. FED
EECTIZaZr—yavaeEbExErd, RU21—-LDH
SZAEDEBEICESLHINSD,. EXMLZEA TR 23
BEHRZESUE U, BENTAIESIE. S THE
28D ZZF. 9AVT L S UTUNAES EHET

g

‘Srgn Gorbil Mision o Mg

WEHBHFEI977E8B11HMED  August 11, 1977 issue of the Shiga Nichinichi Shimbun newspaper

GORRTHES A o
POSREF IR

|, Empeto R oA e oaE

Shiga received an invitation from Michigan for the 200th
anniversary of U.S. Declaration of Independence, and a
165-member delegation of the Shiga Goodwill Mission,
the largest in the history of the relationship, visited
Michigan. For 17 days from July 31, 1976, the Shiga
Goodwill Mission delegates learned about American
lifestyle, customs, and culture from their homestay
experience. The friendship between Shiga and Michigan
grew even stronger.

The large delegation consisted of people from
all walks of life, including prefectural and municipal
representatives, medical doctors, teachers, office
workers, and students, as well as a children’s choir from
Otsu. “In those days, many Japanese local governments
had relationships with cities in foreign countries, but
friendship exchanges were only formed between
administrations. Exchange programs involving citizen
participation were not common in Japan,” explained
Governor Takemura. The Shiga Mission delegates
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stayed with families in Michigan, communicating in
broken English. While surprised by the hearty American
meals, they got a fresh perspective from their first-
hand cross-cultural experiences. Governor Takemura
and the delegates received a heartwarming welcome
wherever they went. He promised that, next time, he
would meet with Michigan governor William Milliken
in Shiga. “Governor Milliken had a very busy campaign
schedule outside the state, but he came back especially
to welcome us at his second residence,” he revealed. He
was touched by Governor Milliken's great consideration
for the sister-state friendship, which tinted the visit.
From July through August of the following year,
an 81-member goodwill mission from Michigan, led
by Samuel Milstein, Deputy Director of the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, visited Shiga. Soon
afterwards, Michigan residents, the Suitcase Theatre
group, and students from Lansing Community College
came to Shiga and stayed with local families. The
delegates ate Japanese meals, enjoyed Japanese culture
at the Biwako Festival, and watched fireworks while

12

e SHGA O COOOWLL MSSONREPRT 208
SB17E BRWMIVHIM
RENEETRESE

MAT =Kk UED. QNFICIFKEEZREANIVHY
MNZFHN TINRETAE, REFHIRFRCERER
BHEERETZANYRGRES T VYV ITHTREL,
STIINEET7 AT NLDEES DR E, FFICXXEN
BIRIEED ENDEREFE Ul

e, REFFEFEHRICSMULRERORICIE. BF
ICELERE 7D, S YHAYMNHEZ ZE > DT ICEBEHN
BEYUTOBICEARDTZIAEHDET, <A
DERDANEICHIBEZRS., RUBEFEELHHLT
W&,

HRRSSH R RBEIBE HEAS

wearing yukata, a traditional Japanese summer kimono.

Such large-scale visits by the goodwill mission
invigorated the friendly relations between Shiga and
Michigan, and the sister-state program became more
dynamic, with wide-ranging grassroots exchanges,
programs for educational, cultural, and environmental
exchange, and business collaborations. Shiga’s teacher
exchange to Michigan started in 1985. Cultural
exchanges have been especially widespread; for
example, an Otsu Philharmonic Orchestra toured several
Michigan cities in 1991, and a Nagahama children’s
kabuki troupe performed in Lansing. In addition a high
school brass band from Shiga’s Brass Band Association
held a parade and concert, and the Goshid Ondo Festival
was also held in Lansing.

Lastly, many members of the Shiga Goodwill Mission
ended up studying English, and others pursued an
international career path. The sister-state program has
played an important role in opening the way to new

.
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One Gdosht Ondo Dance, One Heart
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The Gosha Ondo Festival
(August 1998)
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Ms. Kumiko Fujiwara

opportunities for many Shiga residents.
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In August 1998, | was dispatched to Michigan as the tenth Shiga
visiting official, accompanying more than 110 members of the
Shiga goodwill mission for the 30th anniversary of the sister-state
agreement. The Gosht Ondo Festival, held in Detroit and Lansing,
was the highlight of the anniversary event, livened up by the singers
and dancers invited from Shiga. We put up a temporary tower at
the venue and the festival ended up being a splendid experience for
the participating goodwill delegation, Michigan host families, and
government officials wearing matching happi coats. | still remember
that pleasant time, when the close and friendly relations between
Shiga and Michigan became stronger and more dynamic as we all
worked up a nice sweat dancing together in the sunny summer
evening. (Kumiko Fujiwara)
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