The High School Student
Mutual Exchange Program
begins

- Students from the University of
Michigan Stamps School of Art &

Design start visiting Shiga

The Michigan paddlewheel boat
is launched

50th-Anniversary events are
held in Shiga and Michigan

The Sister-State Agreement
is signed
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Lake Conference /
—— takes place
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1986 The 9th World Lake Conference
1SRRI oot arme e U O takes place
The 1st World Lake The Detroit Symphony Orchestra "Splendors of Shiga",
The Goodwill Missions are Conference takes visits Shiga a special exhibition
started place featuring Shiga, is
launched
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The Michigan-Shiga Sister-State Relation 50th Anniversary Booklet
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Governor of Shiga

Taizo Mikazuki
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| am overjoyed to be able to celebrate the 50 years of
friendship and sisterhood between Shiga and Michigan with
so many friends from both countries, and can only be thankful
to all of our predecessors, whose efforts over that time built
our exchanges into the wonderful relation it is today.

Ever since signing the sister-state agreement on November 14,
1968, we've deepened our mutual understanding, learned
from each other and grew our friendship through education,
culture, the economy, the environment and many other fields.
Through grassroots exchanges in which people came face
to face, such as the Goodwill Missions, we've built a bond of
which to be proud, that is stronger than anyone could have
ever imagined at its beginning.

In 2018, on the momentous occasion of our 50th anniversary,
| signed a joint declaration with Governor Snyder with the
hopes of developing our cooperative relationship even
further going forward. My greatest wish is that our friendship
continues over the generations, gives strength to more and
more people, and that it serves as a model for sister relations
everywhere.

This souvenir booklet looks back on the last 50 years of
exchange. Looking to the next 50, | hope it will be one of the
tools that foster leadership in the next generation.
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Governor of Michigan

Rick Snyder
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On behalf of the state of Michigan, | congratulate you
on the successful celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the founding of our Michigan-Shiga sister-state
relationship.

Both Michigan and Shiga have benefited culturally,
economically and educationally from this sister-state
partnership. Since its founding, thousands of residents
from Michigan and Shiga have participated in cross-
cultural exchanges, including those with students
and teachers, cultural events, art exhibits and artist
exchanges, as well as economic development initiatives.
Our partnership has also inspired cultural sites across
Michigan as well as immersive education opportunities
for our students interested in studying abroad in Japan.

We value this long-term friendship and are proud to
continue this agreement with Governor Taizo Mikazuki
and Shiga Prefecture. It signifies a mutual commitment
to our partnership and further promotes the cultural
and economic development of the state of Michigan
and Shiga. | look forward to even more growth in our
relationship over the next 50 years.
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President of the Michigan-Shiga
Sister State Board

Marilyn Nagano Schlief
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Dear Friends:

As President of the Michigan-Shiga Sister State Board
(MSSSB), it is a pleasure to extend my warmest wishes to
residents and friends of Michigan and Shiga as we celebrate
the 50th anniversary of our sister-state relationship.

Our record of achievement has developed and endured
over the years because many volunteers across Michigan
and Shiga have contributed their energy and time to build
community collaborations, school connections, economic
opportunities, and person-to-person friendships within our
sister cities and between our states.

[t has been a privilege to serve as President of the Sister
State Board during this special anniversary year. | am proud
that our Michigan-Shiga relationship is one of the oldest sister-
state agreements between the United States and Japan. The
Michigan-Shiga Program is a dynamic example of a strong
international relationship representing two different cultures
and communities, working toward common goals.

With the enthusiastic leadership of our innovative
membership, | am confident our student programs will continue
to expand, our economic development initiatives will increase,
and our educator exchanges can be revived. Warm Wishes.
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Consul General of Japan in Detroit

Mitsuhiro Wada
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Congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the sister-
state relation between Shiga and Michigan.

The friendship that started in 1968 between the
prefecture and state has grown thanks to the tireless
efforts and dedication of many, and to exchanges in
a variety of fields. Countless friendships and bonds
have been cemented through the deepened mutual
understanding between individuals.

The relationship has gained new momentum in recent
years thanks to the strong leadership of both governors.
It even goes beyond Shiga and Michigan and has a
positive impact on Japan-U.S. relations. Even now, after
50 years have passed since its beginning, this friendship
continues evolving. It has earned my deepest respect
and deserves a special mention.

| hope that, with help from all of those involved, the
bond between Shiga and Michigan continues to grow
stronger and stronger. Congratulations again.

JBSD&R
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JBSD Chairperson

Yoshiyuki Fujita
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Congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the sister-
state agreement between Shiga and Michigan.

| would like to express my deepest appreciation for all
those whose hard work and tireless dedication since the
signature of the agreement in 1968 made it possible to
celebrate this anniversary.

Since its Foundation was established in 1992, the Japan
Business Society of Detroit(JBSD)has contributed to the
development of friendship between Shiga and Michigan
through various educational and cultural programs,
including scholarships for the study abroad programs
of the Japan Center of Michigan Universities, which is
operated by a consortium of 15 public universities.

As a builder of friendships, the JBSD will continue
to strive to help young people, and both Shiga and
Michigan, deepen their mutual understanding.
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Toshimitsu Imai
Born in 1926

THRRERE. KEREETELTHHL TV
. SNEIERENE Do | 9TOF ICHEIRFF N ERH. 1A
BREBNEEN U, MRHOBHERCEWTFRER
BENsHE, REXARECAS CARSNE UL,
U35 KRl ARNOBHIAOLAERNHL D
B—ATT,

Toshimitsu Imai is a former police officer from Shiga.
During his service in the force, his language skills were
recognized, and so he switched careers to become
a government employee with the Shiga Prefectural
Government. Making the best of his English proficiency,
he contributed greatly to the development of the
relationship between Shiga and Michigan, for example
by managing consultations between them. Like Mrs. Kumata,
he is one of the people who laid the foundation of the
sister-state program.
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Lillian Kumata
Born in 1923
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Lillian Kumata served as a liaison for Michigan for the sister-
state exchange programs since their very beginning. From
then on, she greatly contributed to developing the relationship
between Shiga and Michigan by serving as the president of the
Michigan-Shiga Sister State Board and through other means
for many years until her death in 2013. She warmly welcomed
any and all visitors from Shiga and treated them like family.
People in Shiga consider her to be their “Mom in Michigan”.

In 1999, Lillian Kumata was awarded the Fifth Class Order of
the Sacred Treasure from the Japanese Government.
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Tai Sung Kim

Born in 1935
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Tai Sung Kim is the former Director of the International
Programs at Lansing Community College. He greatly
contributed to the promotion of cultural exchange
programs and the mutual understanding between Shiga and
Michigan. He strengthened their friendship by giving many
students in Michigan the opportunity to visit Shiga through
the Japan Adventure Program that he implemented in
collaboration with Biwako Kisen Co., Ltd. In April 2002,
Tai Sung Kim was awarded the Fourth Class Order of the
Sacred Treasure from the Japanese Government.
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Area: 4,017 km?

(Lake Biwa covers one-sixth of the prefecture’s total area.)
Population: 1,413,109 (as of November 1, 2018)
Population density: 352 people per km?

Number of self-governing bodies: 19
Capital: Otsu
Average temperature: 14.9 °C*

Average rainfall: 1,529.7 mm*
*average 1981-2010, Japan Meteorological Agency

EEEHA - Lake Biwa

[iziEi= Area

Bf7KE  Water Volume
BAKZFE Maximum depth
F1gKE  Average depth
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670.25 kni
27.5 kni
103.58 m
41.20 m

Sitting nearly at the center of Japan, Shiga prefecture is
formed like a basin surrounded by mountains over 1,000 meters
high. Lake Biwa, the largest lake in Japan, is located in its middle
and covers one-sixth of the prefecture's total area. With its four
million years of history, Lake Biwa is also the oldest lake in Japan,
and is home to hundreds of animals and plants, including more
than sixty endemic species.

Shiga enjoys a relatively temperate climate with four well-defined
seasons, offering beautiful natural sceneries throughout the year. In
addition, as the center of the transportation system since ancient
Japan, it is blessed with a multitude of historical and cultural properties,
and has nurtured traditional Japanese culture across its territory.

Finally, Shiga is one of the top industrial prefectures with a
high ratio of manufacturing and industry, and is also famous for
having one of the longest life expectancies in Japan.

i1k 250,487kn (5 5HEDHISH D2)
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B= -1 4RSI EPIZEERF (9~ —% « AMIRIR (-1 3R5R)
%1981-2010, Lansing, U.S. climate date

VAV
Lake Michigan
[ Area 57,753 kni
Bf7KE  Water Volume 4,918 kni
BRAKE Maximum depth 281 m
SEH9KE  Average depth 85 m

Source : http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/explore/about-the-great-lakes/
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Area: 250,487 km? (The lakes cover two-fifth of the state’ total area.)
Population: 9,995,915 (as of July 1st, 2018)

Population density: 40 people per km?

Number of self-governing bodies: 83

Capital: Lansing

Average temperature: 9 °C*

Average rainfall: 805.9 mm*

Time difference with Japan: -14 hours Eastern Standard Time
(-13 hours during daylight saving time)
*average 1981-2010, Lansing, U.S. Climate Data

ARYFILH E2—OiH U=
Lake Superior Lake Huron Lake Erie
82,100 kni 59,565 kn 25,655 kn
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406 m 229 m 64 m
147 m 59 m 19m

Michigan is a state in the northeast of the Midwest region
of the United States of America, split into the Lower Peninsula
and the Upper Peninsula. It is known as the Great Lakes State,
as it is surrounded by the four of the five Great Lakes: Lake
Michigan, Lake Superior, Lake Huron, and Lake Erie.

Michigan has a continental climate with drastic changes
in temperature. Springs and autumns are short, and
summers are pleasant. The Upper Peninsula, in particular,
is subjected to bitter cold and heavy snowfall.

Metropolitan Detroit is home to General Motors, the Ford
Motor Company, and Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, known as the
"Big Three”, and many car and car parts factories are spread
throughout the state. Michigan also has a strong agricultural
profile, with the production of a variety of fruit, such as apples,
cherries, and blueberries, as well as corn and soy.
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PHOTOS : Biwako Visitors Bureau

PHOTOS : COURTESY OF PURE MICHIGAN; Vito Palmisano (upper left)
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