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1. International Cooperation 
through Human Resources De-
velopment

Development of human resources is one 
of the most important factors to ensure 
sustainable management of lakes and 
their basins.

Based on this belief, International Lake 
Environment Committee Foundation 
(ILEC), an organization established by the 
Shiga Prefectural Government, has been 
conducting training programs since 1989, 
most of which are commissioned by the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) in line with Japan’s foreign policies. 

2. Training Programs by ILEC
In cooperation with national/local gov-

ernments, academic institutions, private 
corporations, and NGOs, ILEC has carried 
out several training programs over more 
than two decades, featuring topics such 
as water quality, environmental education, 
and Integrated Lake Basin Management 
(ILBM). 

The key objective of these programs 
was to support capacity building efforts in 

developing countries, targeting especially 
government officials, researchers, educa-
tors, and NGO representatives.   

As of November 2013, there are 440 
participants from 63 countries in total, 
most of whom play leading roles in their 
countries. 

Interactions with the participants from 
various countries constantly provide valu-
able information and networks regarding 
lake basin management in the world. The 
training programs are always reviewed 
according to the interactions, helping the 
host organizations such as JICA and ILEC 
develop their own agendas for interna-
tional cooperation. 

(International Lake Environment              
Committee Foundation)
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Fig. 5-3-1  A practical training on   
 Lake Biwa (February 2013)

Table 5-3-1 Number of participants of ILEC-
organized training programs


