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Language Learning: Learning Japanese in the U.S. and Learning English in Japan

According to the investigation of the Consulate-Generate Japan in Detroit, as of fall 2012, about
6,500 students in the U.S. study Japanese in their schools (middle school/ high school/ college/
university). Japanese speaker have a great advantage in getting job because many Japanese
companies are located in Michigan, especially automotive companies. Recently, Japanese
Culture has been easy to access through TV shows and the internet. Especially Japanese
“Anime” is very popular among young Americans. So it has been said that the number of
students, who decided to start studying Japanese because of their interest in Japanese culture,
is increasing.

There are hundreds of people in Michigan who have studied Japanese in Shiga Prefecture
thorough the JCMU (Japan Center for Michigan Universities) program. Amazingly, most of them
are excellent Japanese speakers even if they had learned Japanese for several years only. One
of my friends said to me that the best way to learn a foreign language might be to be up to one’s
neck in the language. He said “In order to learn Japanese, | watched Japanese TV shows every
night for hours”.

Even though | had spent an enormous number of hours studying English for entrance
examinations of high school, university, graduate school including the doctoral degree
examination, and the private company, | cannot speak English as well as they can speak
Japanese. As you know, | had learned English in Japanese from a Japanese English teacher.

On the other hand, | sometimes took the classes of the JCMU English Course after | quit my
previous job and transferred to Shiga Prefectural Government because | had to work on
preparing the International Conference such as the World Water Forum. The students in Japan
can take so-called ESL/ELL classes as well as the international students in Michigan Universities.
The students will be able to study English in English from an American English teacher. My
experience in the JCMU’s English class is now really paying off for my daily-life and job in
Michigan.
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JCMU English Course (for Japanese) /

JCMU
http://www.jcmu.net/

SVHUMUXZES BEEVH—

vt Jukin Connen rew Minsieeas Usiormsiises mmymnns) Lo 70

FRMRETRRE TR Do

ERR:F LU0 - Pof st e L T, (R RT T rEay

=, Brps-S—-riii R rEEEE, BN - BRGNS en ey S

CRANES D, ENSESTEVEA. CASTORSY EMRTINTRENY

ity ]
T

JCMU Study Abroad Program
(for Students in United States) /

JCMU

http://jcmu.isp.msu.edu/
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